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Psalm 9 - A Song of Praise for God’s Righteous Judgment
To the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Death of the Son.” A Psalm of David.

Psalm 9 is a psalm of thanksgiving and confidence in God's righteous judgment. The title, Muth-
labben (KJV), which means “Death of the Son,” may refer to a well-known tune, or possibly a tragic
event in David’s life—perhaps the death of Bathsheba’s child. Whatever the case, this psalm reflects
a tone of sober praise—a recognition that God’s justice brings both comfort to the oppressed and
destruction to the wicked.

Psalm 9:1-2 (NKJV)

"I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart;
I will tell of all Your marvelous works.

I will be glad and rejoice in You;

I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High."

David begins with wholehearted praise. His worship is not partial or distracted—it is full, intentional,
and rooted in awe of God’s works. He declares his joy and commits to sharing God’s wonders with
others.

Personal Application:

True worship starts with a choice. Even in dark times, we can decide to focus on God’s faithfulness.
When you recount what God has done—His marvelous works—it stirs gladness. Let your praise be
whole, not half-hearted. Choose to rejoice not just in what God gives, but in who He is.

Psalm 9:3-6 (NKJV)

"When my enemies turn back,

They shall fall and perish at Your presence.

For You have maintained my right and my cause;
You sat on the throne judging in righteousness.
You have rebuked the nations,

You have destroyed the wicked;

You have blotted out their name forever and ever.
O enemy, destructions are finished forever!

And you have destroyed cities;

Even their memory has perished.”

David recounts the justice of God who vindicates the righteous and judges the wicked. God is not
passive—He actively defends His people and silences their enemies. Earthly oppressors rise and
fall, but God’s judgments are final and enduring.

Personal Application:
If you're facing opposition or injustice, remember: God sits on the throne, not man. He knows your
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cause, and He will defend the upright. Don't live in fear of what enemies might do—live in awe of
what God has already done and promised to do.

Psalm 9:7-10 (NKJV)

"But the LORD shall endure forever;

He has prepared His throne for judgment.

He shall judge the world in righteousness,

And He shall administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness.
The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed,

A refuge in times of trouble.

And those who know Your name will put their trust in You;

For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You."”

Here we see a powerful contrast: human enemies perish, but the LORD endures forever. His throne
is established—not for arbitrary rule, but for righteous judgment. At the same time, He is not distant
or cold; He is a refuge for the oppressed, always near to those who seek Him.

Personal Application:

God is both Judge and Refuge. That balance is the anchor of our faith. His judgments are just, and
His presence is near. Do you know His name—His character, His faithfulness, His mercy? Then trust
Him fully. He has never forsaken those who seek Him, and He never will.

Psalm 9:11-12 (NKJV)

"Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion!
Declare His deeds among the people.

When He avenges blood, He remembers them;
He does not forget the cry of the humble."

David calls others to join in praise. God is not indifferent to injustice—He is the God who remembers
the oppressed. The “cry of the humble” is not lost in the wind; it rises before the throne of heaven
and receives a divine response.

Personal Application:

No cry from the humble heart goes unheard. You may feel overlooked by others, but not by God. So
don’t stay silent—cry out to Him, and keep declaring His deeds to others. Your testimony of God’s
justice may encourage someone else in their battle.

Psalm 9:13-14 (NKJV)

"Have mercy on me, O LORD!

Consider my trouble from those who hate me,
You who lift me up from the gates of death,
That | may tell of all Your praise

In the gates of the daughter of Zion.

I will rejoice in Your salvation.”
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David turns from general praise to personal petition. He asks for mercy, recalling how God has
rescued him from near-death before. His desire isn’t just deliverance—it’s to proclaim God’s praise
publicly and joyfully.

Personal Application:

What if your deliverance isn’t just for your benefit—but for God’s glory? David wants to live, not
simply to survive, but to praise. In your trials, ask God to lift you—not just for relief, but that you may
point others to His salvation and goodness.

Psalm 9:15-16 (NKJV)

"The nations have sunk down in the pit which they made;
In the net which they hid, their own foot is caught.

The LORD is known by the judgment He executes;

The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.
Meditation. Selah"

This is divine irony: the traps the wicked set for others become their own downfall. God's justice
often allows sin to be its own punishment. This isn’t poetic revenge—it’s the moral fabric of the
world God designed.

Personal Application:

Evil is self-destructive. When you see wickedness, don’t be envious or afraid—be discerning. The
Lord is known by His just dealings. Meditate on that. Let it strengthen your trust and settle your
heart.

Psalm 9:17-18 (NKJV)

"The wicked shall be turned into hell,

And all the nations that forget God.

For the needy shall not always be forgotten;

The expectation of the poor shall not perish forever."

God’s judgment is not limited to individuals—nations too are held accountable. When societies
reject God and exalt pride, they invite ruin. Yet even in a collapsing world, the needy and humble are
not forgotten. Their hope is not in vain.

Personal Application:

Cultural decay and political corruption can shake us, but they cannot shake God. Don’t measure
truth by the crowd. God will remember the humble even when entire nations forget Him. He sees. He
cares. He will act.
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Psalm 9:19-20 (NKJV)

"Arise, O LORD,

Do not let man prevail;

Let the nations be judged in Your sight.

Put them in fear, O LORD,

That the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah”

The psalm ends with a plea for divine intervention. David asks God to act—not for revenge, but so
that mankind would recognize their rightful place under God's authority. It’s a call for humility on a
global scale.

Personal Application:

We live in a world where humanity often exalts itself—nations, leaders, and ideologies that pretend
to be sovereign. But we are not gods; we are men. Pray that our generation would once again fear the
Lord—not with terror, but with reverent humility.

Final Reflection: Justice, Mercy, and Praise
Psalm 9 teaches us that:

e God judges with righteousness.

e Heremembers the oppressed.

¢ Helifts the humble.

e Hesilences the wicked.

e Heis worthy of wholehearted praise.

"And those who know Your name will put their trust in You;
For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You." (Psalm 9:10)

Let that be your confidence today: God never forgets those who seek Him. He rules from His throne,
and He walks with the humble.
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