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Psalm 5: A Morning Prayer of Confidence in God 

To the Chief Musician. With flutes. A Psalm of David. 

While Psalm 4 is an evening prayer, Psalm 5 is a morning meditation. In the rhythm of daily devotion, 
David teaches us how to begin the day: with prayer, reverence, and confidence in God's character. 
This psalm gives us a framework for prayer rooted in truth, not emotion; faith, not fatalism. 

Psalm 5:1–3 (NKJV) 

“Give ear to my words, O LORD, 
Consider my meditation. 
Give heed to the voice of my cry, 
My King and my God, 
For to You I will pray. 
My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; 
In the morning I will direct it to You, 
And I will look up.” 

David begins with a humble yet bold approach to God. He invites the Lord to consider his words and 
hear his cry. Notice the increasing intensity: words → meditation → cry. His prayer is not shallow or 
ritualistic—it's thoughtful, honest, and urgent. 

He refers to the LORD as my King and my God. This is both a confession of loyalty and a declaration 
of God’s authority. David doesn’t treat prayer as a religious routine, but as personal conversation 
with the One who rules his life. 

Personal Application: 
Each morning offers us a fresh opportunity to realign our thoughts with God’s. Before facing people, 
pressures, or problems—face the Lord. Start your day in prayer, not panic. Instead of scrolling 
through news, look up. Your first words each day should be directed toward heaven, not the world. 

Psalm 5:4–6 (NKJV) 

“For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, 
Nor shall evil dwell with You. 
The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; 
You hate all workers of iniquity. 
You shall destroy those who speak falsehood; 
The LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.” 

Here David turns from praise to a recognition of God’s holiness. God is not indifferent to evil—He 
does not “coexist” with sin. The emphasis here is not on a deterministic decree, but on moral clarity: 
the Lord hates wickedness and the willful rebellion of those who practice it. 

David names specific traits God rejects: boasting, lying, bloodshed, and deceit. These aren’t just 
behaviors—they reflect hardened hearts that resist truth and righteousness. 



19-Daily Bible Reading Companion 
Psalms Chapter 05 
 

 
Copyright © 2025-2026  Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide  By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 
2 

Personal Application: 
God’s love is undeniably real—but so is His holiness. As we grow in our understanding of His 
character, we begin to hate what He hates—not out of arrogance or superiority, but out of a desire to 
be aligned with His heart. This isn’t about conforming to the expectations of others; it’s about 
allowing the Spirit of God to purify areas of compromise within us. 

Holiness is often misunderstood. It has been misrepresented by legalistic voices who attempt to 
shape others into their own image rather than Christ’s. But true holiness is not legalism. It is love—
love that responds rightly and reverently to the purity of God. It’s not about rule-keeping to earn 
approval; it’s about transformation that flows from relationship. 

Psalm 5:7–8 (NKJV) 

“But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy; 
In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple. 
Lead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; 
Make Your way straight before my face.” 

David draws a contrast between the rebellious and the worshiper. He enters God’s presence not 
because of personal merit, but because of God's mercy. He doesn’t presume access; he walks in 
with reverence. “In fear of You I will worship” reminds us that true worship blends awe with intimacy. 

He then prays for guidance: “Lead me... make Your way straight.” With enemies around him and 
deception in the world, David asks for clarity and direction. 

Personal Application: 
Your ability to approach God is not based on your performance, but on His mercy. Come with 
reverence, not routine. Begin each day asking the Lord to lead you in righteousness—not just for 
protection, but for alignment with His will. Don’t assume your path is straight. Ask Him to direct it. 

Psalm 5:9–10 (NKJV) 

“For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
Their inward part is destruction; 
Their throat is an open tomb; 
They flatter with their tongue. 
Pronounce them guilty, O God! 
Let them fall by their own counsels; 
Cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions, 
For they have rebelled against You.” 

David now speaks of the character of the wicked. They are deceitful, destructive, and manipulative. 
Their flattering words conceal hearts full of decay. He doesn’t seek personal vengeance—he 
appeals to God's justice: “Pronounce them guilty... let them fall by their own counsels.” 

This is not a vindictive prayer. It is an acknowledgment that rebellion against God has 
consequences, and that justice must prevail. 
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Personal Application: 
There will always be those who oppose truth and walk in deceit. But instead of taking matters into 
your own hands, take them to God. Pray for justice, but also pray for mercy—because some of those 
rebels may one day repent. Don’t fight spiritual battles with worldly weapons. Trust God to deal with 
hearts. 

Psalm 5:11–12 (NKJV) 

“But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; 
Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them; 
Let those also who love Your name 
Be joyful in You. 
For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; 
With favor You will surround him as with a shield.” 

David ends with celebration. Those who trust God can live with joy, not dread. Why? Because God 
defends them. He blesses them. He surrounds them with favor like a shield. This isn’t a promise of 
ease, but of protection and divine presence. 

Personal Application: 
Is your trust in the Lord today? Then joy should follow. Not because everything is perfect, but 
because God is with you. Rejoice—not in circumstances, but in His name. You are not defenseless. 
His favor surrounds you. Live like you’re shielded—because you are. 

Final Thoughts 

Psalm 5 invites us to begin each day with worship, truth, and trust. David shows us the posture of a 
heart aligned with God: humble, reverent, discerning, and joyful. 

• Start the morning with prayer, not panic. 

• Stand in truth, not compromise. 

• Trust God’s justice, not your emotions. 

• Rejoice in His presence, even when opposition surrounds you. 

“For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; 
With favor You will surround him as with a shield.” (Psalm 5:12) 

That’s a promise worth waking up for. 


