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Psalm 2 is a Messianic psalm, foretelling the reign of God’s Anointed King, Jesus the Messiah. It is 
not merely poetic reflection; it is a prophetic declaration of a future, literal kingdom where Christ will 
rule the nations with righteousness and authority. 

This psalm presents four distinct voices: 

1. The voice of the rebellious nations (vv. 1–3), 

2. The voice of the Father (vv. 4–6), 

3. The voice of the Son (vv. 7–9), 

4. The voice of the Spirit or the psalmist’s warning (vv. 10–12). 

Psalm 2:1–3 – The World’s Rebellion 

1 Why do the nations rage, 
And the people plot a vain thing? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
And the rulers take counsel together, 
Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces 
And cast away Their cords from us.” 

The world’s history—and its future—are marked by rebellion against God. The word “rage” denotes a 
restless, chaotic defiance, while “plot a vain thing” shows the futility of opposing God's eternal 
purposes. Despite humanity’s attempts to cast off divine boundaries, the psalm reveals that 
rebellion against God and His Messiah is ultimately futile and self-destructive. 

The term “Anointed” translates the Hebrew word Mashiach—Messiah. This rebellion is not just 
against abstract morality or religion; it is against God’s chosen King, Jesus. 

Application: 
There is a natural tendency in fallen humanity to resist God's authority. Even today, we see laws, 
institutions, and ideologies that try to redefine morality and reject Christ’s rule. But God’s truth and 
His Son’s Lordship are not optional—they are the foundation of lasting peace and justice. We must 
personally choose: will we submit to Christ, or resist Him? 

Psalm 2:4–6 – Heaven’s Response 

4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 
The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 
And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
6 “Yet I have set My King 
On My holy hill of Zion.” 
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God is not alarmed by human rebellion. He does not pace the halls of heaven wringing His hands. 
He laughs—not in mockery, but in the certainty that His will cannot be overthrown. His response is 
both measured and just: judgment will come to those who oppose Him, but His plan remains 
unchanged. 

“Zion” refers to Jerusalem, where Christ will one day rule during His Millennial Kingdom1. God 
already knows the outcome: Jesus will reign. 

Application: 
Don’t be discouraged when evil seems to triumph temporarily. God’s purposes are not derailed by 
human agendas. He has already appointed His King—our role is to live in joyful submission and 
hopeful expectation of His coming reign. 

Psalm 2:7–9 – The Son’s Inheritance and Rule 

7 “I will declare the decree: 
The Lord has said to Me, 
‘You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You 
The nations for Your inheritance, 
And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; 
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” 

Commentary: 

This section gives us a glimpse into the divine decree between the Father and the Son. Jesus, the 
eternal Son, is here affirmed in His kingly role. “Begotten” here is not referring to origin but to 
position—His installation as King, the “firstborn” in status and authority. 

The promise of the nations is not fulfilled in missions alone, though missions are part of God’s will. 
This is a prophetic promise of Jesus’ future reign on the earth—a reign of justice and firmness, not 
sentimental tolerance. 

Application: 
Christ will rule with righteous authority. We are not waiting for the world to improve, but for the King 
to return. We don’t negotiate with evil—we proclaim the coming of the King who will set all things 
right. If we long for justice, we must also long for Jesus to reign. 

  

 
1 The Millennial Kingdom—often referred to as the Millennium—is a future, 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ on earth as 
described in Revelation 20:1–6. It is called “millennial” from the Latin mille, meaning “thousand.” This period follows 
Christ’s Second Coming and precedes the final judgment and the creation of a new heaven and new earth. 
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Psalm 2:10–12 – A Call to Wisdom and Surrender 

10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 
Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, 
And rejoice with trembling. 
12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, 
And you perish in the way, 
When His wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 

The psalm closes with a gracious warning. Even after the declaration of judgment, God extends an 
invitation: Be wise. Be instructed. Serve the Lord. Kiss the Son. These are calls to repentance, 
reverence, and relationship. 

To “kiss the Son” is an act of submission and affection, acknowledging Jesus as rightful King. Those 
who ignore this invitation will “perish in the way”—not because God delights in wrath, but because 
they refuse His mercy. 

Application: 
God’s grace is available, but it must not be presumed upon. The wise person yields to Christ now, 
not later. To trust in Christ is not merely intellectual assent—it’s surrender. Are you resisting His 
reign, or are you resting under it? 

Conclusion: Two Responses to the Reign of Christ 

Psalm 2 challenges us to consider the final authority in our lives. Christ will reign—it is a settled 
matter. The only question is: Will we submit to Him now in faith, or resist Him until judgment? 

• For the rebellious: there is a call to repent before it’s too late. 

• For the faithful: there is encouragement that Jesus will set all things right. 

• For all: “Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him” (v.12). 

Personal Reflection Questions: 

1. Am I resisting or embracing Christ’s authority in my life? 

2. How does the certainty of Christ’s future reign affect the way I live today? 

3. In what ways can I serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling? 

4. Do I long for Jesus’ kingdom, or am I still trying to build my own? 

“Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.” – Psalm 2:12b NKJV 


