18-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Job Chapter 36

As Elihu continues to speak, he presents one final argument on behalf of God’s righteousness.
Though Elihu sometimes overstates his own importance—*“he who is perfect in knowledge is with
you” (v. 4)—his overall intention is to exalt God's justice and call Job to humility and trust. His
speech combines theology, correction, and poetic reflection on God’s power in nature.

This chapter reminds us that suffering can be a tool God uses to correct, restore, and reveal His
greatness—but how we respond to suffering matters deeply.

Verses 1-4: Elihu’s Appeal for Attention

“Bear with me a little, and | will show you that there are yet words to speak on God’s behalf... For
truly my words are not false; one who is perfect in knowledge is with you.” (vv. 2-4)

Elihu’s claim that “one who is perfect in knowledge” is present sounds prideful, though he may
simply be affirming the reliability of what he believes God has revealed. His appeal s for Job to
listen, not to Elihu’s opinions, but to truth about God's character.

Personal Application:

When we speak on God’s behalf—whether teaching, counseling, or comforting—we must do so with
reverence and humility, recognizing that while God’s truth is perfect, our understanding of it is not.
Confidence must never become arrogance.

Verses 5-7: God’s Justice Over the Righteous and Wicked

“God is mighty, but despises no one; He is mighty in strength of understanding. He does not preserve
the life of the wicked, but gives justice to the oppressed.” (vv. 5-6)

Elihu affirms that God’s power is matched by His justice. He doesn’t dismiss or overlook the lowly.
He watches over the righteous, and ultimately, the wicked do not escape His judgment—even if His
response is delayed.

“He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous...” (v. 7)

God’s care is not always demonstrated through material prosperity or ease, but His attention and
purpose never leave His people. Even suffering is not evidence of abandonment.

Personal Application:

We may not always perceive God’s presence in hardship, but His eyes are always on us. He is both
mighty and mindful. When affliction comes, we must learn to see it not as divine neglect but as part
of God's higher wisdom.

Verses 8-12: God’s Discipline Is Meant to Restore, Not Ruin

“If they are bound in fetters and held in cords of affliction, then He tells them their work and their
transgressions... He opens their ears to instruction.” (vv. 8-10)
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Elihu gives a key theological insight: God uses affliction as a form of correction and instruction. He
allows hardship not because He delights in it, but because it may expose hidden pride or sin,
opening the heart to repentance.

“If they obey and serve Him, they will spend their days in prosperity... but if they do not obey, they
shall perish.” (vv. 11-12)

This isn’t arigid formula promising health and wealth; it’s a general truth in the moral order of God’s
creation: Obedience leads to life; rebellion leads to ruin.

Personal Application:

Affliction should lead us to ask not “Why is this happening?” but “Lord, what are You teaching me
through this?” If we listen, hardship can draw us nearer to God and away from destructive patterns.

Verses 13-16: Elihu Warns Job About a Dangerous Response

“But the hypocrites in heart store up wrath... They die in youth, and their life ends among the
perverted.” (vv. 13-14)

Though Elihu never accuses Job of open wickedness, he warns that self-righteous resistance to
affliction can harden the heart. If a person resists correction and clings to the belief that God is
unfair, they may spiral into bitterness and rebellion.

“He delivers the poor in their affliction and opens their ears in oppression.” (v. 15)

Here, Elihu offers hope: Affliction, rightly received, can become a door to deliverance. God’s
purpose is not to crush the afflicted, but to teach and restore.

Personal Application:

When you suffer, don’t waste your pain. Let it soften your heart rather than harden it. Instead of
demanding vindication, ask God to make you teachable and moldable. This is where deliverance
begins.

Verses 17-23: Beware of Misjudging God’s Justice

“But you are filled with the judgment due the wicked... Because there is wrath, beware lest He take
you away with one blow...” (vv. 17-18)

Elihu implies that Job is teetering on the edge of dangerous speech—accusing God of injustice. He
reminds Job that no wealth, strength, or influence can buy deliverance when God confronts pride.

“Will your cry avail to keep you from distress, or all the forces of your strength?” (v. 19)

Human effort, eloquence, or entitlement cannot defend us against God's discipline. The right
response is not defiance, but repentance and reverence.
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Personal Application:

When under pressure, we must resist the urge to justify ourselves or accuse God. Instead, bow
before the One whose understanding far exceeds ours. He desires not our arguments, but our

surrender.
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Verses 24-33: God’s Power Displayed in Nature

“Remember to magnify His work... God is great, and we do not know Him; nor can the number of His
years be discovered.” (vv. 24, 26)

As a storm approaches (which sets the stage for God’s voice in chapter 38), Elihu turns to the
majesty of creation to illustrate God's power. Rain, clouds, lightning, and thunder—all remind us of
God's unsearchable wisdom and sovereign activity.

“He causes it to come, whether for correction, or for His land, or for mercy.” (Job 37:13)

Nature itself becomes a teaching tool: the same rainstorm may be an act of judgment, provision, or
grace. God works through creation in ways we often fail to see clearly.

Personal Application:

Creation reveals the greatness of God. Storms remind us of His power, and the rain points to His
mercy. When life feels turbulent, remember the God who commands the storm is also the One
who sends rain to nourish the earth. He is not out of control—He is working through it all.

Conclusion: God Teaches Through Affliction and Displays His Greatness in Nature

Elihu, though occasionally arrogant in tone, speaks deep truths:
e Affliction is not always punishment—it may be correction, refinement, or instruction.
o God does not owe us answers, but He always acts justly and wisely.

o Theright response to suffering is reverence, humility, and repentance—not self-
righteous complaint.

As the thunder rolls in, Elihu points to the skies: God is about to speak. And when He does, the
questions will stop, and the only response will be worship.

“Be still, and know that | am God.” (Psalm 46:10)
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