18-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Job Chapter 34

Elihu’s Plea: Trust God’s Justice Even When You Don’t Understand It

Elihu continues his address after Job's silence. Unlike Job’s three older friends who had given up,
Elihu presses forward—not with traditional arguments or assumptions, but with a firm belief in the
righteousness of God. His central concern is that Job has begun to speak in ways that justify himself
at the expense of God’s justice.

Though Elihu is imperfect and at times too harsh in tone, his primary message in this chapteris a
vital one: God does no wrong. His judgments are always right, even when we don’t understand
them.

Verses 1-6: Job’s Claim of Innocence Revisited

“Hear my words, you wise men... For Job has said, ‘| am righteous, but God has taken away my
justice... my wound is incurable, though | am without transgression.”” (vv. 1-6, NKJV)

Elihu appeals to the audience, urging them to consider his words carefully—as one might taste food
to test its flavor. He then summarizes Job’s position: Job insists he is innocent and yet is suffering
unjustly. Elihu sees this as deeply problematic, not because Job claims innocence, but because he
seems to accuse God of injustice.

Personal Application:

It is entirely human to ask why when we suffer. But we must be careful not to cross the line from
lament into accusation. Even when we are deeply wounded, we must still cling to this truth: God is
just, even when life seems unfair. The moment we start to define justice by our own standards, we
risk misrepresenting God's character.

Verses 7-9: Job’s Despair Becomes Dangerous

“What man is like Job, who drinks scorn like water... For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing that he
should delight in God.”” (vwv. 7-9)

Elihu accuses Job of dangerously overstating his case. Job, in his despair, had begun to suggest that
serving God has no benefit—a conclusion born not of wickedness, but of deep anguish. Still, Elihu
finds this attitude troubling, because it could mislead others.

Personal Application:

When suffering lingers, we may be tempted to believe that faithfulness to God makes no difference.
But this is the voice of despair, not truth. God does not promise that righteousness will always be
immediately rewarded, but He does promise that it matters eternally (Galatians 6:9). Don’t let pain
redefine your theology.

Verses 10-15: God Is Always Just—Over All People

“Far be it from God to do wickedness... For He repays man according to his work... If He were to
withdraw His spirit and breath, all flesh would perish together.” (vv. 10-15)
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Elihu lays down a foundational truth: God cannot act unjustly, because justice is not merely what
God does—itis who He is. Furthermore, all life depends on Him. Were God to retract His sustaining
breath, every living being would cease to exist. He is not accountable to any man.

Personal Application:

God doesn’t owe us explanations, but He always does what is right. His justice isn’t measured by
our experiences or opinions. When we struggle with what He allows, we should anchor ourselves in
His nature, not in our pain. The breath in our lungs is a daily reminder of our dependence on Him.

Verses 16-20: God Shows No Partiality

“Shall one who hates justice govern? Will you condemn Him who is most just?... He shows no
partiality to princes, nor regards the rich more than the poor, for they are all the work of His hands.”
(vv. 16-20)

Elihu asks a rhetorical question: should we accuse the very One who upholds all justice? God is
impartial, uninfluenced by wealth, rank, or power. In His sight, all people—regardless of status—
stand on equal footing. Even the mighty die without resistance when God ordains it.

Personal Application:

We live in a world of favoritism and injustice. But God is not like men. In times of suffering, we may
feel forgotten or unimportant—but Scripture assures us: God sees the poor, the afflicted, and the
outcast. He doesn’t play favorites; He is attentive to each soul.

Verses 21-30: God Sees All, Judges All, and Acts for Good

“His eyes are on the ways of man... He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry... Because they
turned back from Him... He hears the cry of the afflicted.” (vv. 21-30)

Elihu teaches that no one can hide from God’s gaze. Injustice, pride, and abuse of power are all
subject to His correction. God may allow injustice for a time, but it never escapes His notice. He
hears the cry of the poor, and He removes corrupt rulers so the people are not ensnared.

Personal Application:

When evil seems to thrive and justice seems delayed, we must trust that God will bring everything
into account. His justice is not always swift, but it is sure. Rather than becoming cynical or bitter, cry
out to the God who sees and acts in due time (Psalm 34:15-18).

Verses 31-33: The Proper Response to Suffering

“Surely it is right to be said to God, ‘I have borne chastening; | will offend no more... Teach me what |
do not see.”” (vv. 31-33)

Elihu now exhorts Job toward a more humble approach. He is not accusing Job of secret sin, but he
urges him to pray: “If | am wrong, show me. If | have been blind to something, reveal it.” This is not
submission to guilt—it’s openness to correction.
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Personal Application:

Suffering doesn’t always mean we’ve sinned. But it’s always a time to ask God to search us and
teach us (Psalm 139:23-24). A teachable heart is the mark of true spiritual maturity. When life
breaks us, let’s respond with “Lord, teach me what | do not see.”

Verses 34-37: Elihu’s Harsh Conclusion
“Job speaks without knowledge... He multiplies his words against God.” (vv. 34-37)

Elihu now makes a stern conclusion: Job has spoken rashly and dangerously, and perhaps should
endure even more trials so he can learn the seriousness of his words. Here Elihu may be too sharp in
tone, but his point remains: Job has moved from protest into accusation, and that’s a dangerous
shift.

Personal Application:

Words matter—especially in suffering. God can handle our questions, but we must not accuse Him
of wrongdoing. Let grief drive us to deeper trust, not toward bitterness or self-righteousness.
Humility is always the safest path forward.

Conclusion: Trusting God’s Justice in the Midst of Mystery

Elihu’s speech in Job 34 is a crucial reminder: God is just, and His ways are higher than ours. While
Elihu lacks the gentleness we might prefer, his theology is sound—especially his emphasis on God’s
impartial justice, His care for the poor, and His readiness to teach the humble.

We do not live in a random or unjust universe. Though we don’t always understand why we suffer, we
know who governs the world—and He is righteous.

“He will render to each one according to his deeds.” (Romans 2:6)
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