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After a long and winding debate between Job and his three older friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and 
Zophar—the dialogue comes to a standstill. Job has defended his innocence, even to the point of 
challenging God's fairness, while his friends, unable to prove him guilty, have nonetheless 
condemned him. At this point, a fourth voice emerges—that of a younger man named Elihu, who has 
been quietly listening all along. 

Job 32 is the introduction to Elihu's speeches, which span the next several chapters. Though young 
in years, Elihu believes he has something important to say—something the others have missed. He 
does not claim divine authority but appeals to a wisdom inspired by the Spirit of God. 

Verses 1–2: Why Elihu Speaks 

“So these three men ceased answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. Then the 
wrath of Elihu... was aroused against Job; his wrath was aroused because he justified himself rather 
than God.” (Job 32:1–2, NKJV) 

Elihu’s anger burns on two fronts: 

• First, at Job, because Job insisted on his own innocence without acknowledging the 
possibility of divine wisdom or higher purposes in his suffering. 

• Second, at Job’s friends, because they had no solid answers, yet still judged Job harshly. 

Elihu sees a dangerous imbalance: Job has gone from defending himself to the point of calling God 
unfair, and the others, while assuming God's justice, lack understanding and compassion. 

Personal Application: 

We must be careful not to swing to extremes in suffering. Defending our integrity is not wrong, but 
when we begin to accuse God in the process, we place ourselves in judgment over Him. True faith 
maintains that God is just, even when His purposes are hidden. Likewise, we should never condemn 
others with assumptions; if we lack insight, it’s wiser to stay silent than to speak falsely in God’s 
name. 

Verses 3–7: Youthful Restraint, Spirit-Led Boldness 

“Because they were years older than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job... I said, ‘Age should speak, 
and multitude of years should teach wisdom.’ But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the 
Almighty gives him understanding.” (vv. 3–8) 

Elihu shows a rare humility. Despite feeling deeply compelled to speak, he had waited out of respect 
for the elders. He rightly assumes that wisdom should come with age—but he also recognizes a 
deeper truth: true understanding is not guaranteed by age, but comes from God’s Spirit. 

He is not relying on youthful arrogance, but on the inner prompting of the Spirit of God, who grants 
insight beyond human reasoning. 
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Personal Application: 

Spiritual wisdom is not a matter of age or education—it is a result of walking humbly with God and 
being led by His Spirit. Are we seeking the Lord's insight before offering our opinions to others? And 
do we have the humility to listen before speaking? 

Verses 8–10: Acknowledging Divine Insight 

“Great men are not always wise, nor do the aged always understand justice. Therefore I say, ‘Listen 
to me, I too will declare my opinion.’” (vv. 9–10) 

Elihu dismantles the myth that status or experience automatically grants wisdom. He insists on the 
importance of spiritual discernment over social position. 

He is not anti-elderly, nor disrespectful—he simply recognizes that reverence for God and 
submission to truth are the true sources of understanding. 

Personal Application: 

In a culture that exalts either youthful innovation or aged tradition, Elihu offers a better standard: 
discernment that comes from God. Whether young or old, we should aim to be Spirit-led and truth-
filled, not merely opinionated or seasoned. 

Verses 11–14: The Silence of the Older Friends 

“Surely I waited for your words... but no one convinced Job... I will not answer him with your words.” 
(vv. 11–14) 

Elihu’s frustration lies in the failure of the older men. They argued forcefully, but their logic was 
flawed and ineffective. They did not really engage Job’s arguments, nor provide comfort or clarity. 
They relied on recycled assumptions and offered no fresh insight. 

Elihu says plainly: “I will not argue the way you did.” He wants to speak with clarity and humility, not 
with recycled condemnation. 

Personal Application: 

Before responding to someone's pain or confusion, we should ask: Am I repeating clichés, or am I 
offering Spirit-led truth? The goal is not to win a debate but to help people see God rightly. Be slow to 
speak—but when you do, let it be with grace, truth, and reverence. 

Verses 15–20: A Fire in His Bones 

“I am full of words... the spirit within me compels me. My heart is like wine that has no vent; it is 
ready to burst... I will speak, that I may find relief.” (vv. 17–20) 

Elihu uses vivid imagery—his words are bottled up like fermenting wine. This is not a display of ego, 
but an expression of inner conviction. He is compelled to speak, not to impress, but because he 
believes truth must be spoken for the glory of God and the good of Job. 
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Personal Application: 

There are times when the Spirit compels us to speak—not from irritation or pride, but from a deep 
sense of conviction and concern. When you feel this way, ask yourself: Is what I’m about to say going 
to edify? Is it motivated by love for others and reverence for God? 

Verses 21–22: No Flattery, No Favoritism 

“Let me not, I pray, show partiality to anyone; nor let me flatter any man. For I do not know how to 
flatter, else my Maker would soon take me away.” (vv. 21–22) 

Elihu ends his introduction with a bold declaration: he will not flatter or show favoritism. He 
understands that truth must not be distorted to please people. He speaks not for applause, but for 
the sake of what is right before God. 

In a culture where status often silences honesty, Elihu’s resolve is refreshing. He refuses to play 
favorites—even if it costs him approval. 

Personal Application: 

We are tempted to tone down truth to keep peace or gain favor. But real love speaks with courage 
and clarity. God doesn’t call us to be harsh, but He does call us to be honest. Ask God for the grace 
to speak truth in love, without seeking praise or avoiding discomfort. 

Conclusion: The Voice of a Spirit-Led Messenger 

Elihu is not perfect, but he is sincere. He doesn't speak from bitterness or self-righteousness but 
from a desire to honor God and help Job. His speech introduces a new perspective—not bound by 
traditional assumptions or rigid systems. 

He models: 

• Respect for elders but not blind deference 

• Spirit-led conviction over inherited arguments 

• Moral clarity without condemnation 

• Humility and boldness, held together in reverence 

This chapter is a powerful reminder that God can speak through anyone who is willing to yield to His 
Spirit. Whether young or old, known or unknown, the issue is not the messenger’s age or stature, but 
their submission to truth and concern for God’s glory. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” (Proverbs 9:10) 


