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God’s Majesty, Man’s Smallness, and the Cry for Justification 

Job 25 contains the final words of Bildad the Shuhite, and interestingly, this is also the shortest 
chapter in the book of Job. It marks the collapse of the arguments of Job’s friends. After repeated 
attempts to accuse Job of sin and insist that suffering is always the result of divine punishment, 
Bildad can now only repeat general theological truths—not pointed accusations. His speech, 
though lofty, misses the heart of Job’s struggle: that the innocent suffer and God sometimes seems 
silent. 

Verses 1–3 – “God’s Rule, Glory, and Dominion” 

“Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said: Dominion and fear belong to Him; He makes peace in 
His high places. Is there any number to His armies? Upon whom does His light not rise?” (Job 25:1–
3) 

Bildad begins with a majestic description of God’s greatness: 

• “Dominion and fear” point to God’s absolute sovereignty and power. 

• “He makes peace in His high places” may refer to God’s control over the heavens—possibly 
a poetic reference to cosmic harmony or angelic order. 

• “His armies” speak of the countless angelic hosts, heavenly forces, or simply His limitless 
power. 

• “His light” shines universally—no one escapes God’s knowledge or authority. 

These statements are true and reverent. God does indeed reign over all creation. He is sovereign, 
powerful, and radiant in holiness. But truth, when misapplied or disconnected from compassion, 
becomes cold. Bildad states what Job already knows, but misses Job’s pain. Job never questioned 
God’s majesty—he questioned God’s silence in his suffering. 

Personal Application: 
It’s possible to say right things about God but still miss what someone else needs to hear. 
Sometimes the suffering need not a lecture on God’s greatness, but a reminder of His mercy. Ask: 
Am I speaking truth with love and discernment? Or just repeating clichés from a distance? 

Verse 4 – “How Can Man Be Justified Before God?” 

“How then can man be righteous before God? Or how can he be pure who is born of a woman?” (v.4) 

This is the central question of Bildad’s speech—and a question that echoes through all of Scripture: 
“How can a fallen human being stand righteous before a holy God?” 

Bildad asks this as a rhetorical argument: “Job, you keep saying you're innocent, but look at human 
nature! We’re all unclean. You can’t claim righteousness before God.” 
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While Bildad’s logic is flawed—since he uses this argument to discredit Job’s integrity—the question 
itself is profound and valid. 

From a biblical perspective, man cannot justify himself before God based on his works. But this 
does not mean man is hopelessly lost or that God delights in condemning him. Scripture reveals 
that God Himself provides the way for justification—not by deterministic decree, but by grace 
extended through faith in response to God's initiative (Romans 3:23–26; Hebrews 11). 

Job didn’t have the full picture, but he reached toward this truth when he said in Job 19:25, “I know 
that my Redeemer lives.” Though Job did not understand how justification would happen, he trusted 
that God would make a way. 

Personal Application: 
You and I cannot justify ourselves by performance, perfection, or religious effort. But the path to 
righteousness is not closed. It is found in the grace of God, offered to all who believe. Job longed for 
a mediator—we now know that Jesus Christ is that Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5). He is the answer to 
Bildad’s question. 

Verses 5–6 – “God’s Holiness and Man’s Humility” 

“If even the moon does not shine, and the stars are not pure in His sight, how much less man, who is 
a maggot, and a son of man, who is a worm?” (vv.5–6) 

Bildad closes with powerful language—but it borders on exaggeration and despair. He uses poetic 
extremes to describe man’s lowliness compared to God’s glory: 

• Even celestial bodies—the moon and stars—aren’t pure enough for God’s standard. 

• So what hope does man have? Bildad calls him a “maggot” and a “worm.” 

This sounds similar to Psalm 8, where David says, “What is man, that You are mindful of him?” But 
the difference is this: 

• David says it in worship. 

• Bildad says it in accusation. 

Bildad’s version strips humanity of dignity. Yet Scripture holds both truths in tension: 

• Man is fallen—deeply flawed, incapable of self-righteousness. 

• Man is valuable—made in the image of God and loved deeply enough for redemption. 

Personal Application: 
We must walk in humility. Yes, we are sinners, and yes, we are small. But we are not worthless. 
God’s love for us is not based on what we deserve—it’s based on His character. That should humble 
us without crushing us, and fill us with gratitude instead of despair. 
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Key Lessons from Job 25 

1. Right Theology Can Be Used the Wrong Way 

• Bildad says things that are technically true—but misuses them to dismiss Job’s heart. 

• Be careful not to weaponize Scripture or doctrine. Truth without compassion is not 
Christlike. 

2. God’s Majesty Should Humble Us, Not Distance Us 

• God is infinitely holy, and we are not His equals. 

• But He invites us to draw near—not by earning it, but by grace (Hebrews 4:16). 

3. The Big Question: “How Can Man Be Justified?” 

• This question finds its answer not in man's efforts or predestined status, but in God’s loving 
provision of a Redeemer. 

• Job longed for a mediator—we now know Him as Jesus Christ, who invites all to be 
reconciled through faith. 

Final Reflection 

Bildad ends his contribution with a question he cannot answer: “How can a man be right with God?” 
He poses it to condemn. But in God’s providence, this question becomes a doorway—not to 
condemnation, but to hope. 

Job was right to cling to God despite his suffering. Bildad was wrong to assume that humility before 
God meant there was no access to God. 

In Christ, we now see the answer to Job’s longing: God is holy, man is sinful, but grace bridges the 
gap. 

Prayer 

Lord, You are great and we are small. You are holy and we are flawed. But You are also merciful. 
Thank You for making a way for us to be right with You—not through our performance or feelings, but 
through Your redeeming love. Help us to walk humbly, speak compassionately, and cling to truth 
with grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


