18-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Job Chapter 20

When the Righteous Are Misjudged and the Wicked Are Misrepresented

In this chapter, Zophar delivers his second and final speech. It comes in response to Job’s heartfelt
declaration of hope in chapter 19—“I know that my Redeemer lives.” Instead of being moved by Job’s
faith, Zophar doubles down on his accusation, painting a grim portrait of the fate of the wicked, and
clearly implying, “Job, this is you.”

What follows is a powerful yet misapplied sermon about divine justice. Though much of Zophar’s
theology contains truth, his application is tragically flawed. Zophar has truth without love, doctrine
without discernment, and confidence without compassion.

Verses 1-5: Zophar’s Offended Pride and Opening Accusation

“Then Zophar the Naamathite answered and said: ‘Therefore my anxious thoughts make me
answer... | have heard the rebuke that reproaches me... Do you not know this of old... that the
triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite is but fora moment?’” (Job 20:1-5)

Zophar begins by expressing personal offense: Job’s words in chapter 19 stung him. His response is
emotionally charged and defensive. He then makes his main theological claim—the wicked may rise
for a while, but their success will be short-lived.

This, of course, is a general biblical truth (see Psalm 37:35-36). But the problem is Zophar assumes
Job’s current suffering means he must be the wicked man. He interprets Job’s pain through a lens of
moral cause and effect.

Personal Application:

It’s dangerous to assume someone’s pain proves their guilt. Suffering doesn’t always come from sin,
and prosperity doesn’t always indicate righteousness. Many people still operate like Zophar—quick
to explain another’s hardship instead of walking with them through it. Let us choose empathy over
assumption.

Verses 6-11: The Rise and Fall of the Wicked

“Though his haughtiness mounts up to the heavens... he will perish forever like his own refuse... his
bones are full of his youthful vigor, but it will lie down with him in the dust.” (Job 20:6-11)

Zophar describes the temporary nature of the wicked person’s success. No matter how high he
climbs, he will be brought low. His name will fade. His body will decay. He may seem invincible, but
his end is certain.

True principle, wrong context. Zophar’s words align with biblical themes—God does bring down the
proud (Isaiah 2:12)—but he mistakenly applies this universal warning to a righteous sufferer.

Personal Application:

Let Scripture shape your worldview, but be careful how you apply it to real people. Knowing biblical
truths doesn't give us license to play judge and jury over others’ lives. If you see someone fall, let
compassion lead your response—not pride masked as piety.
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Verses 12-19: Poisoned by Hidden Wickedness

“Though evil is sweet in his mouth... it turns sour within him... He swallows down riches and vomits
them up again... Because he oppressed and forsook the poor, because he violently seized a house
which he did not build...” (Job 20:12-19)

Here Zophar escalates his attack. He says the wicked may enjoy evil for a moment, but it will turn on
them like poison. Then he levels specific accusations: Job must be suffering because he exploited
the poor.

This is not just a theological reflection anymore—it’s a personal indictment. Without evidence,
Zophar assumes Job's pain comes from secret sin. This is a spiritual slander, cloaked in religiosity.

Personal Application:

Never accuse without knowledge. Even if someone is under divine discipline, we are called to
restore gently (Galatians 6:1), not condemn harshly. Beware the temptation to speak “for God” when
you haven’t first sat with Him in humility. Silence is often more godly than speculation.

Verses 20-29: The Inevitable Judgment of the Wicked

“In the fullness of his sufficiency he will be in distress... The heaven will reveal his iniquity... This is
the portion from God for a wicked man, the heritage appointed to him by God.” (Job 20:20-29)

Zophar concludes with terrifying images of divine wrath. Fire, swords, terror, exposure, loss of
wealth—all are described as the inescapable fate of the wicked. Again, much of what he says
reflects biblical themes: God will judge evil in His time.

But his error is foundational: he wrongly assumes Job’s suffering is proof that this judgment is
happening now, and that it’s deserved. Zophar leaves no room for innocent suffering, for divine
testing, or for the mystery of God’s providence.

Personal Application:

When we interpret life through a rigid moral formula (e.g., good = blessing, bad = punishment), we
inevitably misrepresent God and wound others. Sometimes the righteous suffer, not because God is
punishing them, but because He is proving them—and strengthening them in the fire. Our job is not
to draw conclusions, but to offer compassion, prayer, and presence.

What This Chapter Teaches Us
e Zophar’s theology is partially right: God does judge the wicked.
e His problem? He weaponizes truth and misapplies it without understanding.
e Scripture never teaches that all suffering is the result of sin.

e The mystery of suffering remains largely unanswered—but what is clear is that God is
sovereign, God is just, and God is compassionate.
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Takeaways

1.

Prayer

Don’t confuse confidence with correctness.
Zophar is confident, but he's not right. Knowing some truth doesn’t mean you know all truth.
Humility is the foundation of wisdom.

Beware speaking for God when He hasn’t spoken to you.
Zophar uses God’s name to validate his opinion. This is dangerous ground. Better to be silent
than to falsely represent God’s heart.

Let love lead when others are suffering.
Are you quick to explain someone’s pain, or slow to listen? Like Jesus, we are called to weep
with those who weep (Romans 12:15), not lecture them about why they’re weeping.

God’s justice is real, but so is His timing.
Yes, the wicked will face judgment. But that judgment may not come in this life. And until
then, we are called to trust, not accuse.

God remains in control—even when life doesn’t make sense.
The book of Job doesn’t fully answer why the righteous suffer, but it does assure us that God
is always in control, even in our confusion.

Lord, give us humble hearts. Help us to speak carefully and live compassionately. Guard us from
misjudging others, especially those who are hurting. Teach us to walk with wisdom, to listen before
we speak, and to reflect Your heart—full of justice, truth, and mercy. May we trust not in our
understanding, but in Your perfect rule over our lives. In Jesus’name, Amen.
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