18-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Job Chapter 15

Job 15 - When Accusation Replaces Compassion
Eliphaz's Second Speech: When Counsel Turns Condemning

In chapter 15, Eliphaz—the oldest of Job’s three friends—speaks again. But this time, his tone
hardens. His words are no longer cautiously respectful; they’re laced with sarcasm, rebuke, and
theological pride.

Verses 1-6: “Job, You’re Just a Windbag”
“Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge... and fill himself with the east wind?” (v. 2)

Eliphaz opens with a stinging insult. In essence: “Job, your words are just hot air. You’re not wise.
You’re reckless.”

He accuses Job of using clever speech to dodge guilt (v. 5), and even claims that Job is condemning
himself with his own mouth (v. 6).

Eliphaz moves from being a comforter to a prosecutor. He is so confident in his understanding of
God's justice that he becomes blind to compassion.

Application: Beware when your theology makes you cold. When we value being right more than
being righteous, we can easily misrepresent God. Truth without love becomes toxic.

Verses 7-13: “You Think You Know It All?”
“Are you the first man who was born? Or were you made before the hills?” (v. 7)

Eliphaz accuses Job of arrogance. He basically says, “Who do you think you are? We have elders
with more experience than you or your father (v. 10).”

Eliphaz assumes that age equals accuracy, but Job’s suffering has matured him spiritually far
beyond his critics. Sometimes it's the wounded—not the well-fed—who understand God best.

Application: Don’t dismiss someone’s wisdom just because they’re younger, suffering, or
questioning. God often teaches through pain—and speaks through unexpected voices.

Verses 14-16: “No One Is Righteous, Especially You”
Eliphaz then delivers a theological truth wrapped in a personal attack:

“What is man, that he could be pure?...How much less man, who is abominable and filthy, who
drinks iniquity like water!” (vv. 14-16)

No one is righteous before God by their own works. But Eliphaz takes this doctrine and uses it to
condemn, not convict.

He weaponizes truth to attack, not restore.
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Application: Don’t use theological truth like a hammer. The doctrine of depravity should humble us,
not make us harsh with others. God's truth is meant to rescue, not ruin.

Verses 17-35: Eliphaz’s Traditional Theology
Eliphaz now quotes proverbial wisdom passed down from the elders:

“lwill tell you... what wise men have declared, not hiding anything received from their fathers...” (vv.
17-18)

He lays out a “classic” theology of retribution:
e The wicked are always in pain (v. 20)
e Theylive in fear and darkness (vv. 21-22)
e They lose their wealth and die early (vv. 29-32)
e Their lives are full of deceit and emptiness (vv. 34-35)
This is Eliphaz’s entire framework: if you're suffering, you must be sinning.

Eliphazis reciting half-truths. Yes, the wicked often suffer—but not all who suffer are wicked. His
theology leaves no room for mystery, process, or innocent affliction.

Application: Beware the temptation to explain every trial as discipline. Sometimes suffering is not
punishment—it’s preparation. Or even vindication (as in Job’s case). Don’t let your theology make
you a judge in someone else's pain.

The Tragedy of Eliphaz’s Logic

Eliphaz uses accurate theology in an inaccurate way. It’s like giving medicine to someone who
doesn’t have the disease—or worse, using Scripture as a dagger.

Eliphaz ends by implying that Job is self-deceived, hypocritical, and cursed (vv. 31-35). He accuses
Job of:

e Trustingin vanity (v. 31)
e Living fruitless (v. 33)
e Conceiving mischief and birthing lies (v. 35)
This is not gentle correction—it’s spiritual assault.
Personal Application: When You're Misunderstood
Job is a mirror for those who suffer without explanation. Maybe you've been there:

e Misjudged by friends.
e Preached at instead of prayed with.
e Surrounded by people who explain your pain instead of entering it.
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Job's response (in the next chapter) will show us that even when your friends misrepresent you—
God never does.

Takeaway: Be the kind of friend who listens more than lectures. Offer empathy before answers. And
if you're the one suffering, remember: God sees you clearly, even if others don’t.

Gospel Reflection
Eliphaz’s speech says: “You suffer because you're a sinner.”
The gospel says: “You’re a sinner—but Jesus suffered for you.”

Job was innocent but afflicted. In that way, he foreshadows the ultimate Innocent Sufferer—Jesus
Christ, who bore our griefs and carried our sorrows (Isaiah 53:4), not because He deserved it, but
because we did.

Key Verse:
“What is man, that he could be pure?...He drinks iniquity like water!” (Job 15:14,16)

Yes—we are sinners. But the gospel doesn’t end there. By grace, we are washed clean, and Jesus
gives us living water in place of iniquity.
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