18-Bible Reading Study Notes
Introduction to Job

The five poetical books—IJob, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon—are deeply
personal and experiential. Standing at the forefront is the Book of Job, widely considered the oldest
book in the Bible. Many scholars date Job’s life to approximately 2,000 B.C., potentially predating the
patriarch Abraham. Set in northern Arabia, the narrative is hailed as a literary masterpiece; Victor
Hugo famously regarded it as the greatest product of the human mind.

While the majority of the book is composed in sublime poetry, it is not fiction. Job was a historical
figure who endured literal trials in a specific geographical location. The prophet Ezekiel confirms his
reality, grouping him with Noah and Daniel (Ezekiel 14:14-20), and the apostle James cites him as a
primary example of endurance and the "end" or purpose of the Lord (James 5:11). Though Job
struggled with his circumstances and the silence of heaven, his core faith in the Creator remained
steadfast.

The Three Great Encounters

The book is structured around three distinct movements:
1. Job and Satan (Chapters 1-2): The celestial challenge.
2. Job and His Friends (Chapters 3-37): The earthly debate.
3. Job andthe Lord (Chapters 38-42): The divine revelation.

Job’s three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar—argued from a rigid "retribution principle," insisting
that Job’s suffering was proof of hidden sin. Job, however, refused to compromise his integrity or
confess to falsehoods. While Job made some rash statements in his agony, God ultimately declared
that Job had spoken the truth, whereas his friends had not (Job 42:7).

The Role of Elihu

A fourth, younger speaker named Elihu eventually enters the conversation. Unlike the first three,
Elihu is not rebuked by God. He acts as an intercessor or a "daysman," suggesting that suffering may
have a redemptive or moral purpose rather than a purely punitive one. He shifts the focus from what
Job might have done wrong to how God might be using the trial to refine his soul. Elihu effectively
prepares the way for the Lord’s appearance in the whirlwind.

The Divine Response and the "Science Quiz"

When God finally speaks, He does not answer Job’s "Why?" Instead, He reveals His "Who." He
presents a series of questions regarding the cosmos and the animal kingdom to demonstrate human
limitation.

Among the twelve representative animals discussed, two stand out as particularly mysterious:
Behemoth and Leviathan. Descriptions of their physical power and scales do not easily fit modern
animals like the hippo or crocodile. Job 40 and 41 suggest creatures of massive proportions—the
Behemoth representing land-dwelling giants and the Leviathan typifying formidable sea creatures—
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providing fascinating insights into creatures that modern science identifies as dinosaurs and
ancient marine reptiles.

Restoration and Eternal Perspective
In the epilogue, God restores Job’s prosperity, doubling his previous inventory:
e 14,000 sheep
e 6,000 camels
e 1,000 yoke of oxen
e 1,000 female donkeys

Intriguingly, while his livestock was doubled, he was given seven sons and three daughters—the
exact number he had lost. This is a profound theological insight: Job’s children were not "replaced"
because they were not truly lost. In the eyes of God, they continued to exist, and Job would be
reunited with them in eternity.

Scientific Insights in an Ancient Text

Though incidental to the primary message, Job contains scientific observations that were not
confirmed by secular discovery until thousands of years later:

e The Anthropic Principle: The realization that the universe is uniquely "fine-tuned" for life.

e The Hydrological Cycle: Descriptions of how clouds are formed and how rain is suspended in
the atmosphere (Job 36:27-28).

¢ Cosmology: While ancient myths suggested the earth sat on the back of a turtle or a giant,
Job 26:7 declares:

"He stretches out the north over empty space; He hangs the earth on nothing."

As you read this book, look for the title "Almighty," used thirty-one times. Job’s suffering serves as a
timeless lesson that we can trust the character of the Lord even when we cannot track His hand.
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