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Esther 9:1-32 — From Surviving to Celebrating: Victory, Vengeance, and the Origins of Purim
Divine Reversal on a Deadly Day (vv. 1-5)

The day that was meant for the destruction of the Jews—the 13th day of the month of Adar—arrived.
But instead of being victims, the Jews rose up and defended themselves against those who sought
their harm. With the full backing of a new royal decree, they gained the upper hand over their
enemies (Esther 9:1-2).

“The very day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred—the
Jews overpowered those who hated them.” (v. 1)

Throughout the provinces, they struck down their attackers. In the city of Shushan, the Jews killed
500 men (v. 6). Among them were the ten sons of Haman, who were all executed and their names
recorded, showing the complete downfall of his family line (vv. 7-10).

Application:

This is justice, not genocide. The Jews didn’t initiate aggression—they responded to an imminent
threat. The lesson is this: God’s people are not called to seek revenge, but they are called to stand
and resist evil. And when God defends you, the outcome is decisive.

A Second Day of Defense in Shushan (vv. 11-15)

When the king heard of the outcome in Shushan, he asked Esther if there was any further request.
She replied:

“If it pleases the king, let the Jews in Shushan have permission to do again tomorrow as they did
today, and let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on gallows” (v. 13).

This request was granted. So the Jews in Shushan assembled again on the 14th day of Adar, killing
another 300 men, but they did not take any plunder (vv. 14-15).

Insight from Warren Wiersbe:
The Jews’ restraint in not taking any spoil shows this was not about personal gain—it was about
righteous defense and the preservation of life.

Application:
When God gives you victory, don't let pride or greed steal the moment. Sometimes your integrity is
best revealed not in what you do, but in what you refuse to take.

Throughout the Empire: 75,000 Defeated (vv. 16-17)

In the provinces outside Shushan, the Jews killed 75,000 of their enemies, again defending
themselves from attack (v. 16). On the 14th day, they rested and rejoiced, turning their sorrow into
celebration.

Thus, the 14th day of Adar became a day of feasting and gladness—the origin of the Feast of Purim
(vw. 17-19).
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The Birth of Purim: A Celebration of Survival (vv. 20-32)

To preserve the memory of this miraculous deliverance, Mordecai sent letters throughout the
provinces, establishing the 14th and 15th days of Adar as an annual festival. These days were to be
kept with joy, feasting, gift-giving, and sharing with the poor (vv. 20-22).

The name Purim comes from “Pur,” the lot that Haman cast to determine the date of destruction (v.
24). What was once a symbol of doom became a celebration of divine reversal.

“They called these days Purim, after the name Pur... so these days should be remembered and kept
throughout every generation” (v. 26-28, condensed).

Queen Esther and Mordecai together sealed the festival with royal authority, ensuring it would be
observed forever among the Jewish people (vv. 29-32).

Cultural Background: Modern-Day Purim

The Feast of Purim is still celebrated today, especially in Israel, with joy and festivity. In
remembrance of the events of Esther:

e Children dress in costumes (much like Halloween), often as Esther, Mordecai, Haman, or
modern heroes.

e They exchange gifts of food and give to the poor.
e Hamantaschen, triangular cookies sometimes called “Haman’s ears,” are eaten.

e The Megillah (Book of Esther) is read aloud, and every time Haman’s name is mentioned,
children make noise with graggers (noisemakers) to drown it out.

Even in secular Israel today, Purim is one of the most widely celebrated Jewish festivals, because it
represents survival against all odds—a recurring theme in Jewish history.

Personal Applications:
1. God’s timing is perfect—even when the threat seems unstoppable.

The edict to destroy the Jews couldn’t be revoked, but God made a way through it. Whatever you
face that seems “unchangeable,” God is still able to work redemptively within it.

2. God turns the enemy’s weapon into your celebration.

The very day meant for death became a day of rejoicing. God not only preserves His people—He
gives them joy in place of mourning (Isaiah 61:3).

3. Victory is not for vengeance, but for witness.

The Jews didn’t take plunder. Their defense was marked by purpose, not personal ambition. When
God gives you breakthrough, use it to glorify Him—not to gloat.

4. Remember and rejoice.
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Mordecai instituted Purim to remember what God had done. We, too, should mark the moments of
God’s faithfulness in our lives. Make space in your story to remember your “Purims”—moments
when God turned things around.

Final Word:

Esther 9 is a testimony to the God who works behind the scenes—quietly, faithfully, powerfully. The
book may never mention His name, but His fingerprints are everywhere. He reversed a death
sentence, elevated the humble, silenced the wicked, and transformed a day of dread into an annual
day of joy.

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” — Psalm 30:5
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