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Esther 7:1-10 — The Tables Turn: A Bold Plea and a Divine Reversal
Esther’s Bold Petition (vv. 1-4)

The king and Haman arrived at Esther’s second banquet, and once again, King Ahasuerus asked her,
“Queen Esther, what is your request? You may have anything—even up to half the kingdom!” (v. 2).
This time, Esther did not hold back.

“If | have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases you, spare my life—and the lives of my
people. For we have been sold to be destroyed, killed, and annihilated. Had we been sold as slaves, |
would have remained silent. But this threat is far more grave” (vv. 3—-4, paraphrased).

Esther identified herself with her people—a dramatic and courageous move. Until now, her Jewish
identity had remained hidden. But in this moment, she openly aligned herself with the condemned.

Esther didn’t beg for personal safety first—she pled for her people. She stood in the gap with great
wisdom and humility. She used her position not for personal gain, but for divine purpose.

Application:
What platform or influence has God given you? Are you using it for others or for yourself? Esther’s
courage reminds us: We are placed where we are not for comfort, but for kingdom purposes.

The Enemy Exposed (vv. 5-6)

King Ahasuerus responded in shock:

“Who is this, and where is the one who would dare do such a thing?” (v. 5)
And Esther pointed across the table:

“The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!” (v. 6)

At that moment, Haman’s world collapsed. His plot had been exposed. The very queen he sought to
manipulate was one of the very people he had condemned.

Application:

The wicked may thrive for a moment, but God always brings truth to light in time (Luke 12:2-3).
Haman’s pride, deception, and cruelty were now publicly unveiled. No scheme of man can stand
when God'’s justice enters the scene.

The King’s Wrath and Haman’s Desperation (vv. 7-8)

Overwhelmed with rage, the king stormed out to the palace garden to process the betrayal (v. 7).
Haman, knowing his life was hanging by a thread, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life.

As the king returned, he saw Haman falling on the couch where Esther reclined—an act that looked
like an assault in the king’s eyes.

“Will he also assault the queen while | am in the house?” (v. 8)
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That was the last straw. Immediately, the guards covered Haman’s face—a Persian custom signifying
the condemned.

How poetic and providential: Haman, who sought to destroy God’s people, ends up begging one of
them for mercy. His desperation was too little, too late. Justice may be delayed, but it is never denied
when God is on the throne.

The Gallows Reversed (vv. 9-10)

Then one of the king’s servants, Harbonah, pointed out:

“Haman built gallows 75 feet high to hang Mordecai—the man who saved the king’s life.” (v. 9)
The king replied,

“Hang him on it!”

And so, Haman was executed on the very gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. That day, the king’s
wrath was finally satisfied (v. 10).

Haman becomes the ultimate example of Proverbs 26:27:

“Whoever digs a pit will fall into it.”
The same trap he set for someone else became his own judgment.

Application:
Never underestimate the justice of God. It may not come swiftly, but it always comes surely. The
gallows of pride, hatred, or deception will eventually bring down the one who built them.

Personal Reflections:
1. God specializes in turning the tables.

Just when it seemed evil had won, God reversed the narrative. Esther 7 reminds us that even in the
darkest hour, God is still in control.

“You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20).
2. Courageous obedience opens the door for deliverance.

Esther could have remained silent, but her boldness became the catalyst for salvation. Are we
willing to speak truth—even when it’s risky?

3. Pride sets the stage for a fall.

Haman built a monument to his hatred—and it became his end. Guard your heart from pride and
bitterness—it is more dangerous than we often admit.

4. God’s justice is sure, even when it seems delayed.

For a time, the wicked may prosper. But God’s justice, though patient, is inevitable. Trust in His
timing.
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Final Word:

Esther 7 is one of Scripture’s most stunning reversals. The powerless are protected. The powerful
are humbled. The hidden plan of God comes into the open. And what looked like a hopeless
situation becomes a testimony of divine deliverance.

“No weapon formed against you shall prosper... This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord.” —
Isaiah 54:17

If you are walking through opposition, injustice, or confusion—take heart. The God of Esther is still
writing stories of rescue and reversal today.
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