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Esther 6:1–14 — When God Turns the Tables 

A Sleepless Night and a Divine Setup (Esther 6:1–3) 

That night, King Ahasuerus couldn’t sleep. Tossing and turning, restless and uneasy, he called for 
the royal records—the chronicles—to be read to him, probably thinking they would bore him back to 
sleep (Esther 6:1). 

But in God’s perfect providence, the officials read the exact passage about Mordecai, the man who 
had once uncovered an assassination plot against the king. As the account was read, the king 
asked, “What honor or reward has been given to Mordecai for this?” 
The answer came back: “Nothing has been done for him” (Esther 6:3). 

Insight: 
God's hand is hidden but not absent. This moment was not coincidence—it was divine 
orchestration. A king’s insomnia became the pivot point of a nation's survival. 

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.” 
— Proverbs 21:1 

Application: 
When circumstances seem random or frustrating (like a restless night), remember: God uses even 
small things to accomplish big purposes. What feels like an interruption could actually be God’s 
setup for deliverance. 

Haman’s Pride Sets His Own Trap (Esther 6:4–9) 

Just as the king was pondering how to reward Mordecai, Haman entered the court, ready to ask 
permission to hang Mordecai on the gallows he had built (v. 4). 

Before Haman could speak, the king said, 

"What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?" (v. 6). 

Thinking the king could only be talking about him, Haman’s ego exploded. He imagined royal robes, 
a crown, the king’s own horse—paraded through the city by noble officials, shouting, “This is the 
man the king delights to honor!” (Esther 6:7–9). 

Pride blinds us. Haman couldn’t imagine that anyone else but himself was worthy of honor. Self-
centeredness always skews our perspective. 

Application: 
We must guard against the kind of pride that assumes “It must be about me.” When pride rules, we 
set ourselves up for humiliation. "God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble" (James 4:6). 
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God’s Irony: Haman Honors Mordecai (Esther 6:10–11) 

The king said, 

"Hurry! Take the robe and the horse, just as you have suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew 
who sits at the king’s gate! Leave out nothing that you have mentioned!" (v. 10). 

Imagine Haman’s shock—his arch-enemy, Mordecai, was the one he had to robe, parade, and 
publicly honor! 

Haman had to lead the horse through the city, shouting: 

"Thus shall it be done for the man whom the king delights to honor!" (v. 11). 

This scene is divine irony at its finest. The man Haman wanted to humiliate is exalted, and the man 
who sought glory is humiliated. God knows exactly how to flip the script. 

Application: 
Sometimes it seems like the wicked prosper and the righteous are forgotten. But God sees 
everything. Those who humble themselves will be lifted up in due time (1 Peter 5:6). 

Haman’s Fall Begins (Esther 6:12–14) 

Haman rushed home mourning and with his head covered—a sign of deep humiliation and grief (v. 
12). 
He recounted everything to his wife, Zeresh, and his friends. They wisely (and grimly) observed, 

"If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail against 
him but will surely fall before him" (v. 13). 

As they were still talking, the king’s eunuchs arrived to escort Haman to Esther’s second banquet 
(v. 14). 

Haman’s downfall had already begun, and even his closest advisors could see it. His pride had led 
him to build gallows for Mordecai, but in God’s providence, those very gallows would become his 
own undoing. 

Application: 
Sin always overreaches. Pride, hatred, and self-centered ambition eventually collapse under their 
own weight. 

“Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and he who rolls a stone will have it roll back on him.” — Proverbs 
26:27 

Personal Reflections: 

1. God is working behind the scenes. 

A sleepless night, a boring record, a forgotten favor—all these details were part of God’s invisible 
hand moving to save His people. Trust that even when you can’t see it, God is always at work on 
your behalf (Romans 8:28). 
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2. Pride blinds, humility sees. 

Haman’s pride led him to disaster. A heart that demands recognition is vulnerable to collapse. But a 
humble heart stays ready for whatever God calls us to. 

3. What the enemy meant for evil, God turns for good. 

The very gallows Haman prepared for Mordecai would soon become the instrument of Haman’s own 
downfall. In God's economy, no injustice goes unnoticed. Justice will be served in His perfect timing. 

4. Deliverance often comes just when things seem darkest. 

At the very moment Haman thought he would crush Mordecai, God had already started lifting 
Mordecai up. Never give up hope—even when things seem irreversible. God has the final word. 

Final Word: 

In one night, God flipped an entire destiny. 
The lesson of Esther 6 is clear: When God acts, no enemy, no scheme, no circumstance can 
stand in His way. 

“He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision.” — Psalm 2:4 

Stay faithful. Keep trusting. God’s deliverance is closer than you think. 


