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A Heart Prepared and a Hand Empowered 

The Return of a Godly Leader (vv. 1–10) 

“Ezra… a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses… came up from Babylon… according to the good hand of 
his God upon him.” (Ezra 7:6 NKJV) 

About eighty years after the first return under Zerubbabel, a second wave of exiles was led by Ezra, a 
priest and scribe who had deeply devoted himself to the study and teaching of God’s Word. He 
wasn't just a scholar—he was a man of deep conviction and courage. 

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach…” (v. 10) 

Ezra models a pattern for every serious believer: 

1. Seek the Word of God 

2. Obey what it says 

3. Teach it to others 

This is the spiritual order of transformation. Before Ezra ever preached a word, he had already 
cultivated the discipline of knowing and living God’s truth. 

A Royal Decree and Divine Favor (vv. 11–24) 

Artaxerxes, king of Persia—known in history as Artaxerxes Longimanus—granted Ezra an 
extraordinary commission. He gave Ezra permission to lead all willing Israelites, priests, and Levites 
back to Jerusalem. But more than that, the king gave gold, silver, temple vessels, sacrifices, and tax 
exemptions to support the work of worship. 

“Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done… for why should there be 
wrath against the realm of the king and his sons?” (v. 23) 

This decree reflects not only Ezra’s influence but God’s divine intervention. Artaxerxes was moved by 
reverence for Israel’s God—likely influenced by Ezra’s witness and by stories from earlier 
generations (like Daniel in Babylon). 

It’s also worth noting that Ezra didn’t ask for military protection (see Ezra 8:22), because he had 
already declared that “the hand of our God is upon all those who seek Him, for good.” His faith in 
God’s protection shaped even his diplomatic strategy. 

Appointed to Teach and Govern (vv. 25–26) 

“And you, Ezra, according to your God-given wisdom, set magistrates and judges… and teach those 
who do not know.” (v. 25) 

Ezra was more than a teacher—he was a reformer. Artaxerxes empowered him to establish justice, 
appoint judges, and instruct the people in God's laws. Those who disobeyed were subject to serious 
consequences, reflecting both the civil and sacred weight of the law. 
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Ezra’s mission was not just spiritual but also societal: to help rebuild a culture based on truth and 
righteousness. 

Gratitude and Courage (vv. 27–28) 

“Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as this in the king’s heart…” (v. 
27) 

Ezra’s response wasn’t pride—it was praise. He gave glory to God for moving in the heart of the king, 
and then he acted in faith: 

“I was strengthened… and I gathered leading men of Israel to go up with me.” (v. 28) 

Despite overwhelming comfort in Babylon, Ezra was willing to step into hardship—for the sake of 
God’s glory and His people’s restoration. 

Personal Application: A Life Marked by the Hand of God 

Ezra’s life is a model for those who want to live purposefully: 

1. Prepare your heart – Before Ezra taught or led, he cultivated a heart grounded in Scripture 
and obedience. 

2. Trust God’s providence – The phrase “the good hand of his God upon him” is repeated 
often. Ezra saw every opportunity, every open door, and every resource as a gift from God. 

3. Be willing to move when God stirs – Though few joined him (only about 1,754 men plus 
families), Ezra answered God’s call, even when it meant leaving prosperity for difficulty. 

4. Don't underestimate your influence – Ezra didn’t wield political power, but his spiritual 
integrity moved the heart of a king. 

5. Lead by example – Ezra's leadership wasn't just administrative; it was spiritual. He lived 
what he taught and taught what he lived. 

Key Reflection Questions 

• Is your heart prepared like Ezra’s—to seek, do, and teach God’s Word? 

• Are you willing to leave your comfort zone to follow God's calling? 

• Do you see your influence as part of God's greater plan? 

• Are you trusting in God’s hand over your life and decisions, even in secular systems? 

Final Thought: 
God doesn’t need a majority to change a nation—He just needs a prepared heart and a willing 
vessel. Ezra’s quiet faithfulness reshaped a generation. Will you let God do the same through you? 


