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Ezra 1:1–11 – A Stirring for Restoration 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, God moved in a powerful way to fulfill His promise spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah. The Lord stirred up Cyrus’s heart to make a decree—both spoken and 
written—throughout his entire kingdom. This moment marked the beginning of an extraordinary 
season in Israel’s history, a divine fulfillment of prophecy. 

Cyrus declared: 

“The LORD God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has commanded me to 
build Him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.” (Ezra 1:2) 

This was no small statement. Cyrus—a pagan king—acknowledged the sovereignty of the Lord and 
yielded to His command. It’s a reminder that God can use anyone, even unbelieving rulers, to 
accomplish His will. 

This decree was the direct fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy, where the Lord said that the exile in 
Babylon would last seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10-14). After that, God would bring His 
people back to their land. Jeremiah’s words had once sounded like distant hope, but now, they were 
becoming reality. 

Interestingly, the prophet Isaiah had named Cyrus by name about 150 years earlier (Isaiah 44:28–
45:4), long before he was even born. Isaiah said God would raise up this Persian ruler to restore 
Jerusalem and lay the foundation of the temple again. God even called Cyrus “My shepherd” and 
“My anointed”—powerful titles for a Gentile leader. 

As Daniel studied Jeremiah’s scrolls during the exile, he realized the seventy years were coming to 
an end (Daniel 9:1–4). That revelation led him to fervent prayer, confession, and intercession—
seeking God’s will in what role he might play in Israel’s restoration. 

Now, as we read Ezra 1, all these threads come together: Jeremiah’s prophecy of the seventy-year 
exile, Daniel’s prayers during the captivity, and Isaiah’s foretelling of a deliverer named Cyrus. It’s a 
thrilling moment in redemptive history. 

A Call to Return 

Cyrus invited any among God’s people who were willing to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the house 
of the Lord. And those who remained behind were encouraged to support them with silver, gold, 
livestock, and freewill offerings (Ezra 1:3–4). This reminds us that not everyone is called to go—but 
all are called to participate in the work of God, whether by going or by giving. 

Those whose spirits God stirred responded. The leaders of Judah and Benjamin, along with the 
priests and Levites, rose up to return and rebuild. Others supported them generously, even giving 
back some of the articles that Nebuchadnezzar had stolen from the original temple and placed in 
the temple of his gods (Ezra 1:5–8). 
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The Articles of the Temple Restored 

Cyrus entrusted these sacred articles—golden and silver vessels, knives, and other valuable 
items—to Mithredath the treasurer, who carefully handed them over to Sheshbazzar, the prince of 
Judah (Ezra 1:9–11). This was a powerful symbol: what had been taken in judgment was now being 
returned for restoration. 

Personal Application: God Keeps His Word 

This chapter is more than a historical record—it’s a testimony that God always keeps His word. What 
He promises, He performs, no matter how long it takes. If He could stir the heart of a Persian king, 
He can certainly stir our hearts too. 

We may feel like we are living in exile—disconnected, discouraged, or disillusioned. But God knows 
the timeline. He knows when our “seventy years” are up, and He knows when to open doors, raise 
leaders, and call us back into the purposes He’s prepared for us. 

And just like in Ezra’s time, we are living in days of prophetic fulfillment. As we see world events 
unfold, we are reminded that God is still in control. Just as He stirred Cyrus, He is stirring hearts 
today to return to Him, rebuild what was lost, and prepare for the coming King. 

“Lord, stir my spirit like You stirred theirs. Help me rise up and take my place in the work You are 
doing in this generation.” 


