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The Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem began in 606–605 BC, leading to waves of deportation and 
culminating in the total destruction of the city and its Temple in 587–586 BC. Yet, exile was not the 
end of the story. 

Following seventy years of captivity, King Cyrus issued a historic decree permitting the Jewish 
people to return to their homeland. Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, nearly 50,000 exiles 
journeyed home to begin the arduous task of rebuilding (Ezra 1–6). Despite significant opposition 
and delays, the Second Temple was finally completed in 515 BC, marking the official end of the 
Babylonian captivity. 

The restoration continued in two subsequent phases: 

• 458 BC: Ezra the scribe led a second group of approximately 2,000 people, including Levites 
essential for re-establishing Temple ministry (Ezra 7–10). 

• 444 BC: Nehemiah, a layman serving the Persian king, arrived with a mandate to rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls and spiritually rededicate the people (Nehemiah 1–13). 

Spiritual Significance 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah highlight a nation navigating "times of trial and reproach" through 
divine providence. Their combined narrative emphasizes trusting God for new beginnings and 
persevering in His work regardless of the obstacles. Even in the darkest chapters of history, these 
accounts remind us that God remains present to guide, protect, and sustain His people. 


