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When Faith Meets Pressure: Trusting God in the Battle and in the Blessing 

After a spiritual high—revival, national repentance, and the return to true worship—you’d think 
smooth sailing would follow. But right on the heels of their obedience, opposition came. 

“After these deeds of faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and entered Judah; he 
encamped against the fortified cities…” (v. 1) 

Isn’t that how it often goes? You get your heart right with God, and then the pressure ramps up. You 
commit to prayer, and suddenly your life gets disrupted. You start giving generously, and then your 
finances take a hit. But here's the truth: faith doesn’t exempt you from battles—it prepares you for 
them. 

When Hezekiah saw the threat coming, he didn’t panic—he planned. He consulted his leaders and 
began to fortify Jerusalem. One of the first things he did was cut off the water supply outside the city 
so the enemy wouldn’t have access to it. 

Personal Application: 
Sometimes faith looks like prayer, but sometimes it looks like strategy. Trusting God doesn’t mean 
sitting on your hands—it means doing your part while believing He’ll do His. Prepare the defenses. 
Cut off the enemy’s supply lines in your life—whatever is giving fear, sin, or compromise a foothold. 

Then Hezekiah gathered the people and encouraged them with this powerful word: 

“Be strong and courageous…With him is the arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, to help us 
and to fight our battles.” (vv. 7–8) 

Though 185,000 Assyrian soldiers were surrounding them, Hezekiah reminded the people of what 
really mattered: God was on their side. 

Personal Application: 
We need this reminder daily. When you’re surrounded—by bills, bad news, anxiety, pressure—
remember: “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). The enemy may 
look intimidating, but he only has the "arm of flesh." You have the living God. Rest in that. 

The Battle Belongs to the Lord 

Sennacherib tried to intimidate the people. He sent messengers who mocked Hezekiah’s trust in 
God, saying, “No other gods have been able to stop us—why should yours be any different?” He 
blasphemed the Lord, trying to shake the people's confidence. 

But Hezekiah didn’t fight back with insults—he fought back with prayer. He and the prophet Isaiah 
cried out to God. 

“Then the LORD sent an angel who cut down every mighty man of valor…in the camp of the king of 
Assyria.” (v. 21) 

One angel. One night. 185,000 enemies gone. 



14-Bible Reading Study Notes 
2nd  Chronicles Chapter 32 
 

 
Copyright © 2025-2026  Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide  By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 
2 

Personal Application: 
Never underestimate what God can do in response to a simple, honest prayer. You don’t always have 
to fight—sometimes you just need to stand still and trust that the Lord will fight for you. 

The Danger of Success Without Surrender 

After the miraculous victory, Hezekiah became famous. Wealth poured in from other nations. God 
had blessed him in amazing ways. 

But here’s where the shift happens. In the next verses, we see a sobering change in Hezekiah’s heart: 

“But Hezekiah did not repay according to the favor shown him, for his heart was lifted up…” (v. 25) 

At some point, pride crept in. He stopped depending on the Lord like he once did. And even though 
God had healed him from a deadly illness and added 15 more years to his life, he let success take 
the place of surrender. 

Personal Application: 
Sometimes we handle trials better than we handle blessings. When we’re desperate, we pray. When 
we’re successful, we drift. Be careful not to let prosperity pull you away from the presence of God. 
Don’t let your blessings become your blind spots. 

During those extra 15 years of Hezekiah’s life, something else happened—his son Manasseh was 
born. This child would grow up to be the most wicked king in Judah’s history. Sometimes what we 
think is a blessing may actually be part of God's permissive will, not His perfect plan. 

Personal Application: 
God hears our prayers—but not every “yes” is for our good. That’s why the most powerful prayer you 
can pray is, “Not my will, but Yours be done.” God's will is wiser, richer, and more loving than 
anything we could force through our pleading. 

A Moment of Pride, A Word of Warning 

When envoys from Babylon came to congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery, he proudly showed them 
all his treasures. It was an act of vanity—and it had consequences. 

“Then Isaiah the prophet came…‘What did they see in your house?’…‘Behold, the days are coming 
when all that is in your house…shall be carried to Babylon.’” (v. 31) 

Personal Application: 
Be careful what you flaunt. When we take credit for what God has done, or use His blessings to 
boost our ego, we risk losing sight of the Source. Steward what God has given you—but keep your 
heart humble. 

Finishing the Race Well 

The chapter ends with a summary of Hezekiah’s achievements—his wealth, his building projects, 
even the famous tunnel that brought water inside Jerusalem’s walls during the siege. He 
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accomplished so much. He trusted God. He won battles. He led people back to worship. But his 
story is also a cautionary tale. 

Personal Application: 
Don’t just start well—finish well. Don’t let pride or comfort creep in where humility and dependence 
used to be. Keep giving God the glory. Keep your heart soft. Stay grounded in the same grace that 
saved you in the first place. 

Final Thought: 

Hezekiah’s life is full of courage, prayer, and victory—but also pride, warning, and grace. We all have 
seasons of strength and weakness. But through it all, may we echo his early posture before God: 

“With us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our battles.” (v. 8) 

Whether you're under pressure or riding high on blessing—stay surrendered. Stay humble. Stay 
close to God. That’s the only way to truly finish strong. 

 

 


