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A House for the Name of the Lord

At the beginning of his reign, Solomon made a firm decision—he was going to build a temple, a
house for the name of the Lord, and a palace for himself (v. 1). This wasn’t a casual project. It was a
sacred calling, and Solomon approached it with clarity and determination.

He assembled massive teams of workers: 70,000 laborers to carry the materials, 80,000 to cut stone
in the mountains, and 3,600 foremen to oversee the entire operation. Solomon was committed to
seeing God honored through excellence.

Personal Application:

When God places something on your heart—whether it’s a ministry, a project, or a season of
service—approach it with purpose. Solomon didn’t rush or cut corners. He counted the cost,
organized his resources, and sought help. Doing something for God is worth doing with care, skill,
and wholehearted devotion.

Worship: The Motivation Behind the Work (vv. 3-6)

Solomon reached out to Hiram (also called Huram), king of Tyre, requesting skilled craftsmen and
quality materials, just as Hiram had helped David. But Solomon made something clear:

“l am building a temple for the name of the Lord my God, to dedicate it to Him.” (v. 4)

He wasn’t building a monument for himself. This was for God’s glory. He described the purpose of
the temple—not as a place for God to live (because even the highest heavens cannot contain Him),
but as a place where people would worship, offer sacrifices, and be reminded of God’s greatness.

Personal Application:

God doesn’t need our buildings or our works—but He does desire our hearts. When you serve, give,
or create, do it for His name, not your reputation. And remember: worship isn’t limited to a church
building. God’s presence is with you everywhere. Your home, your workplace, your commute, your
quiet moments—they are all places where you can become aware of Him.

As David wrote:

“Where can | go from Your Spirit? Or where can | flee from Your presence?” (Psalm 139:7, NKJV)
God is already there—you just need to become aware.

God Is Not Limited by Location
Solomon acknowledged something we often forget:

“Who is able to build Him a house, since heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him?”
(v. 6)

Solomon wasn’t trying to box God in. He knew this was a place for the people to meet with God—not
a house to limit Him. It would serve as a space for sacrifice, worship, and remembrance.
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Personal Application:

Sometimes we act like God is only present in church services, or only near when we're “spiritual.”
But the truth is, God is with you in every moment—in traffic, in a hard conversation, in your quiet
struggles. Your job is not to bring Him close. Your job is to tune your heart to the truth that He’s
already there.

When we live with an awareness of God's presence, holiness becomes natural. If | know God is right
here with me, I’'ll speak, act, and think differently—not because of pressure, but because of love and
reverence.

Excellence in God's Name (vv. 7-10)

Solomon asked Hiram for a skilled artisan—someone who could work with wood, stone, gold, silver,
and beautiful fabrics. Solomon wanted the temple to reflect the majesty of the God it was dedicated
to. He wasn’t looking for “good enough”—he wanted the best.

He also offered generous wages: thousands of bushels of grain, wine, oil, and barley. Solomon was
willing to invest deeply in the work of the Lord.

Personal Application:

Are you offering your best to God? Your best effort? Your best time? Your best gifts? We serve a God
who gave us His best in Jesus Christ. Whatever we do in His name should reflect excellence, care,
and honor.

Unity in the Work of God (vv. 11-16)

Hiram responded with excitement. He praised God and recognized Solomon’s wisdom and
leadership. Then he agreed to supply the cedar and cypress logs, transporting them down the sea to
Joppa, and from there they would be carried to Jerusalem—about 30 to 40 miles inland.

Hiram also sent a gifted craftsman named Huram, whose expertise covered almost every kind of
material and design. It was a team effort—God using people from different backgrounds and nations
to accomplish His purpose.

Personal Application:

You don't have to do everything alone. God often brings others into your life—coworkers, mentors, friends,
pastors—to help build what He’s called you to build. Be open to collaboration. The kingdom of God is a
community project, and God often provides the right people at the right time to make His work flourish.

Final Reflection:
Solomon teaches us how to approach a God-given calling:

e With intentionality and preparation

e With a heart of worship, not self-promotion

e With humility, recognizing God’s vastness and presence
e With a desire to offer our best, not leftovers

e With a commitment to work with others for God’s glory
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“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.” (Psalm 127:1, NKJV)

So today, whatever God has called you to build—a family, a ministry, a dream—>build it for His name,
and build it with your whole heart.
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