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A Legacy of Faithfulness: David’s Final Charge to Solomon 

As David approached the end of his life, he gathered all the key leaders of Israel—military 
commanders, tribal officials, and palace administrators—together in Jerusalem. He stood before 
them with a heart full of vision and unfinished dreams. His desire had been to build a permanent 
house for the Lord—a temple worthy of God's name. But God had made it clear: David was a man of 
war, and this sacred task would be left to his son. 

Yet even though David wouldn’t build the temple, he didn’t step back in disappointment. Instead, he 
leaned in with purpose, preparing everything Solomon would need to succeed—the people, the 
plans, the materials, and most importantly, the spiritual foundation. 

Passing the Baton of Faith (vv. 1–8) 

David reminded the leaders that God had chosen Solomon, not just to reign, but to carry out this 
holy task. Solomon hadn’t earned this—it was God’s sovereign choice. And because the throne was 
established by God, the people were called to support Solomon and obey the Lord wholeheartedly. 

Personal Application: 
You may not get to complete everything you’ve dreamed of, but you can still be faithful in preparing 
the next generation to carry the mission forward. Don’t underestimate the impact of your example, 
your prayers, your planning, and your encouragement. 

David’s Personal Charge to Solomon (vv. 9–10) 

Now David turned directly to his son. These verses are a father’s legacy, filled with godly wisdom and 
weight: 

• The command: “Know the God of your father and serve Him with a loyal heart and a willing 
mind.” 

• The promise: “If you seek Him, He will be found by you.” 

• The warning: “But if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.” 

David wasn’t just handing off architectural plans—he was urging Solomon to walk closely with God. 
The temple could be beautiful, but without devotion, it would be meaningless. 

Personal Application: 
Whether you're a parent, mentor, or leader, this charge applies to you: your most important legacy 
isn’t what you build with your hands—it’s the faith you model and pass on. And if you’re on the 
receiving end, like Solomon, the greatest success in life begins with truly knowing and following the 
Lord. 

Build According to God’s Design (vv. 11–19) 

David then gave Solomon the plans for the temple—down to the smallest detail. But these weren’t 
his own designs. Like Moses before him, David had received the pattern by the Spirit. Every 
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measurement, every piece of furniture, even the placement of the cherubim, had symbolic meaning. 
The temple wasn’t just a building—it pointed to God’s presence and ultimately to Christ Himself. 

Personal Application: 
When God gives you a calling, don’t just rely on human wisdom or creativity. Seek His direction. Let 
His Word guide your steps. God’s blueprint is always better than our best ideas. The same Holy Spirit 
who inspired David wants to lead you too. 

Final Encouragement: Be Strong and Do It (vv. 20–21) 

With everything in place—plans drawn, materials gathered, workers assigned—David gave Solomon 
one last word of encouragement: 

“Be strong and courageous, and do it. Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God—my God—will 
be with you.” (v. 20, NKJV) 

David didn’t just pass on instructions—he passed on confidence in God’s presence. Solomon had 
everything he needed, but he still had to act in faith and courage. 

Personal Application: 
Sometimes we hesitate, even when everything’s ready, because fear holds us back. But like 
Solomon, you can move forward with boldness, knowing God is with you. He will not leave you or 
forsake you. 

Reflection: 

• Are you preparing others to carry on what you’ve started, whether in family, ministry, or 
service? 

• Are you seeking God’s blueprint for your life, or trying to build on your own? 

• Is fear holding you back from stepping into something God’s already equipped you to do? 

“Be strong and of good courage, and do it.” —1 Chronicles 28:20 (NKJV) 

God has already given you the calling. The time is now. Don’t just dream it—do it. 


