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This chapter opens with a sobering statement: “Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved 
David to number Israel” (1 Chronicles 21:1, NKJV). After a season of victory and blessing, David—
God’s chosen king, a man after His own heart—fell into the trap of pride. Instead of trusting in the 
Lord as his strength, David began to rely on numbers, on visible might. He ordered a census of his 
military forces—not out of obedience, but out of self-reliance. 

David’s decision wasn’t just a tactical mistake; it was a spiritual failure. He had written in the Psalms 
that some trust in chariots and some in horses, “but we will remember the name of the Lord our 
God” (Psalm 20:7). Yet here, he leaned on human strength. It’s a reminder that even those who 
deeply love the Lord can fall into sin—especially the subtle sin of pride. 

Joab, a man who often made poor choices himself, actually tried to stop David from this mistake. 
But David overruled him, and the census was carried out. As soon as the results came back, David 
knew he had sinned. He said, “I have sinned greatly… I have done very foolishly” (v. 8). 

Here’s the beauty of David’s heart: he was quick to confess when he recognized his sin. He didn’t 
blame others. He didn’t make excuses. He didn’t explain it away. He owned it before God. That 
humility is what sets David apart and why God continued to call him a man after His own heart. 

God gave David a choice of judgment: three years of famine, three months of defeat, or three days of 
plague. David wisely chose to fall into the hands of God, trusting in His mercy (v. 13). The plague was 
devastating—70,000 people died. When David saw the angel of the Lord stretched out over 
Jerusalem with a drawn sword, he cried out, “Let Your hand be against me and my father’s house, 
but not against Your people” (v. 17). That’s a shepherd’s heart. That’s real repentance. 

God instructed David, through the prophet Gad, to build an altar on the threshing floor of Ornan (or 
Araunah) the Jebusite. Ornan offered to give the land and animals for free, but David refused: “I will 
not take what is yours for the Lord, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing” (v. 24). 
He knew that true worship must cost something. And in that moment, David re-centered his heart—
not on pride or numbers, but on sacrificial devotion to God. 

So what’s the personal application for us? 

• Beware of subtle pride. After seasons of success, it’s easy to start trusting in our own 
strength. The enemy often waits until after the victory to tempt us with pride. 

• Don’t ignore warnings. Even Joab knew this census was a bad idea. Sometimes God 
speaks through unexpected people. We need to listen with humble hearts. 

• Be quick to repent. David didn’t justify his sin—he confessed it. God doesn’t want our 
explanations; He wants our honesty. 

• Our sin always affects others. David’s decision led to national consequences. We may 
think our actions only hurt us—but they often impact innocent people around us. 

• Worship must cost something. David wouldn’t give God a cheap offering. What are we 
offering God? Our time, talents, resources—do they cost us anything, or are we giving 
Him leftovers? 
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The place where David built the altar—Mount Moriah—would later become the site of the temple 
Solomon built. A place once marked by failure became the foundation of worship. God can redeem 
even our greatest mistakes and turn them into something holy when we surrender them to Him. 

Let that encourage you: God still uses people who fail—because He’s in the business of restoring 
the broken and turning ashes into beauty. 


