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This chapter begins with a simple act of kindness. David tried to honor the memory of Nahash, king 
of Ammon, by sending messengers to comfort his son Hanun after his father’s death (vv.1–2). But 
what started as a peaceful gesture quickly turned into conflict. Hanun, listening to poor advice, 
assumed the worst and humiliated David’s men (vv.3–4). That insult didn’t just wound pride—it 
sparked a full-blown war. 

Sometimes, even when our intentions are right and our hearts are sincere, people may misinterpret 
us. They may respond with suspicion or even hostility. In moments like that, we face a choice: 
retaliate out of pride or respond with wisdom and confidence in the Lord. David didn't act out of 
emotion—he prepared for what was coming and remained steady. 

The Ammonites, realizing they had crossed a line, scrambled to defend themselves and even hired 
outside help from the Syrians (vv.5–7). The conflict escalated. But Joab, leading Israel’s forces, didn’t 
panic. In verse 13, he told his brother Abishai, “Be of good courage, and let us behave ourselves 
valiantly for our people and for the cities of our God; and may the Lord do what is good in His sight” 
(NKJV). Joab knew that victory wasn’t just about strategy—it was about trust in God. 

When the Syrians tried to regroup and retaliate (vv.16–19), David personally stepped in. He acted 
quickly, took the offensive, and God gave them the victory. What had started with a simple act of 
kindness ended with a powerful display of God’s favor and strength. 

What can we take away from this? 

• Right motives don’t guarantee smooth outcomes. Like David, we may extend grace or 
kindness and still be met with resistance or misunderstanding. That doesn’t mean we were 
wrong—it just means we need to be ready to respond wisely. 

• Beware of listening to the wrong voices. Hanun ruined a potential alliance because he 
followed foolish counsel. Who are the voices influencing our decisions? 

• Lead with courage and trust. Joab reminded his people to fight bravely, not just for 
themselves, but “for the cities of our God.” He didn’t presume upon the outcome—he 
trusted God to do what was right. That’s the kind of mindset we need when facing opposition 
or spiritual battles. 

• Sometimes we must go on the offensive. David didn’t wait for danger to come to him—he 
stepped up and confronted it. In our own lives, there may be moments when we can’t sit 
back. We need to take initiative, guided by the Lord, to address a growing problem or face a 
hard situation head-on. 

Let’s be people who act with honor, respond with wisdom, and trust God fully—even when things 
don’t go as planned. God fights for those who walk in faith and humility. 


