13-Bible Reading Study Notes
15t Chronicles-Chapter 14

Building, Blessing, and Battling with God's Guidance

This chapter paints a picture of David thriving as Israel’s king—his influence growing, his household
expanding, and his enemies falling before him. But what truly made David strong wasn’t his army or
his palace—it was his humble dependence on God.

“Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and masons and carpenters, to
build him a house.” — 1 Chronicles 14:1 (NKJV)

David was settling into his role as king, and God was blessing him with influence, favor, and
provision. Yet, the key to David’s success wasn’t in what he built—it was in how he sought God
continually.

Personal Application #1: Influence Means Nothing Without Intimacy with God

David was gaining recognition from other nations. He had wealth, wives, and children. Butin the
midst of external success, David didn’t become spiritually lazy—he kept pressing into God for
guidance.

No matter how much life seems to be working out, don’t stop seeking the Lord. Real success isn't
just measured by what you build—but by who you’re becoming. Keep intimacy with God as your
highest priority.

“Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face evermore!” — Psalm 105:4 (NKJV)
Personal Application #2: Don’t Just Ask God to Bless Your Plans—Ask Him for His Plans

When the Philistines came to attack, David didn’t assume anything. He didn’t rush ahead just
because God had given victory before. Instead, he stopped and asked, “Lord, should | go up against
them?” And God said, yes.

But when the Philistines came a second time, David didn’t lean on last time’s strategy. He asked
again. This time, God said, “No, go around behind them... and wait.”

“And David inquired again of God, and God said to him...” — 1 Chronicles 14:14 (NKJV)

Just because God led you one way before doesn’t mean He’ll lead the same way again. Are you still
asking Him for direction—or just assuming? Keep seeking His voice. Obedience is a daily walk, not a
one-time decision.

“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” — Proverbs 3:6 (NKJV)
Personal Application #3: Learn to Listen for the “Sound in the Mulberry Trees”

God told David to wait until he heard the sound of marching in the trees—a sign that God Himself
was going before them.
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Sometimes God calls you to pause, listen, and wait for His timing. Don’t move until He moves. Are
you rushing ahead—or are you waiting for the Spirit to lead? Learning to wait is just as important as
learning to move.

“Be still, and know that | am God.” — Psalm 46:10 (NKJV)
Personal Application #4: Ask God Direct Questions—He Still Gives Direct Answers

David didn’t beat around the bush in prayer. He asked bold, clear questions—and God answered
clearly.

God wants to speak into your decisions. Have you invited Him into your choices, both big and small?
Try asking specific questions in prayer. God may speak through Scripture, conviction, wise counsel,
or even a still small voice—but He answers those who seek Him.

“Call to Me, and | will answer you, and show you great and mighty things...” — Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV)
Personal Application #5: Let God’s Presence Be Your Power
The chapter ends with this statement:

“Then the fame of David went out into all lands, and the Lord brought the fear of him upon all
nations.”— 1 Chronicles 14:17 (NKJV)

David’s fame wasn’t self-made. [t wasn’t branding or strategy. It was God’s presence that made the
difference.

You don’t need to promote yourself when God is with you. Focus on being faithful, not famous. Let
God’s presence define your life—not your performance or popularity.

Final Thought: Walk in God's Ways, Not Just in Good Intentions

David would soon bring the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem—but this time, he would do it
God's way. After learning from a previous mistake, he chose obedience over enthusiasm, reverence
over rush.

Is there anything in your life where you’re doing a good thing—but in the wrong way? Surrender your
methods to God. Let Him guide not only your goals, but also your steps.

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.” — Psalm 37:23 (NKJV)
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