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1 Chronicles 13 – Doing the Right Thing the Right Way 

In this chapter, David had a great desire in his heart: to bring the Ark of the Covenant back to 
Jerusalem, where it belonged at the center of Israel’s worship. It was a godly goal. He consulted his 
leaders and the people, and they were all in agreement. With music, dancing, instruments, and 
heartfelt celebration, they set out to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. 

But something went terribly wrong. 

“They moved the Ark of God on a new cart... Uzza and Ahio were guiding the cart... and when the 
oxen stumbled, Uzza reached out his hand to steady the Ark. The Lord's anger burned against Uzza, 
and he struck him down.” — 1 Chronicles 13:7–10 (paraphrased) 

Personal Application #1: A Right Motive Doesn’t Justify a Wrong Method 

David had the right desire—to honor God and restore worship—but he followed the wrong process. 
Instead of carrying the Ark the way God commanded (on the shoulders of the Levites using poles), 
they copied the method used by the Philistines—a cart pulled by animals. 

Sometimes we want to do something good for God—but we try to accomplish it the world’s way. 
Whether it’s ministry, leadership, or giving, God cares not just about what we do, but how we do it. 
Obedience always matters. 

“To obey is better than sacrifice.” — 1 Samuel 15:22 (NKJV) 

Personal Application #2: Don’t Assume God’s Presence Will Bless Disobedience 

The people were sincere, the music was loud, and the celebration was joyful—but God wasn’t 
pleased. Their excitement didn’t cover their disobedience. Uzza reached out to “help” the Ark, but in 
doing so, violated God’s holiness. 

Sometimes we confuse emotion for God’s approval. But joy and celebration are not substitutes for 
obedience. Sincerity without submission is still sin. Let your zeal for God be rooted in reverence for 
His Word. 

“Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” — Psalm 2:11 (NKJV) 

Personal Application #3: When Things Fall Apart, Return to the Word 

After Uzza’s death, the celebration ended in grief. David was both angry and afraid. He put the Ark in 
the home of Obed-Edom, and went back to Jerusalem. 

But later, David humbled himself, studied the Scriptures, and did it the right way. 

Have you ever tried to do something for God, only to have it fall apart? Don’t let failure make you 
bitter—let it make you better. Go back to God’s Word. Let it shape your methods, not just your 
motives. 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” — Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) 
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Personal Application #4: God's Presence Brings Blessing—When We Honor Him 

“The Ark of God remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house three months. And the Lord 
blessed his household and everything he had.” — 1 Chronicles 13:14 (NKJV) 

While David paused, God’s presence brought blessing and favor to Obed-Edom’s home. The Ark 
wasn’t a curse—it was sacred. And when handled with humility and obedience, it became a source 
of blessing. 

Is God’s presence welcome in your home? Does your life reflect reverence for His holiness? God 
wants to bless you—but blessing flows through obedience, not just enthusiasm. 

Final Thought: Don’t Just Mean Well—Live Well 

David learned a hard lesson: good intentions don’t override God's instructions. But he didn’t stay 
stuck in frustration. He recalibrated, returned to God’s Word, and came back to do it the right way. 

Is there anything in your life that started with good intentions but has drifted into wrong methods? 
It's not too late to go back, get right with God, and realign your heart and your actions with His Word. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding… and He shall direct 
your paths.” — Proverbs 3:5–6 (NKJV) 


