13-Bible Reading Study Notes
15t Chronicles-Chapter 11

The Making of a Godly Leader and the Power of Loyalty

Chapter 11 opens with David finally being recognized as king over all Israel. After years of conflict,
rejection, and waiting on God’s timing, the promise was fulfilled.

“Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron, saying, ‘Indeed we are your bone and your flesh...
The Lord your God said to you, “You shall shepherd My people Israel and be ruler over My people
Israel.”””— 1 Chronicles 11:1-2 (NKJV)

Personal Application #1: Leadership Is First About Shepherding, Not Controlling

Before God called David to rule, He called him to shepherd. David’s background as a literal
shepherd shaped the way he led—with care, humility, and a heart for the people. Leadership,
whether in the home, church, or workplace, isn’t about status—it’s about serving.

Ask yourself: Am | leading like a shepherd? Am | using influence to build others up—or to protect my
own position?

“Feed the flock of God which is among you... not by compulsion but willingly... being examples to the
flock.”— 1 Peter 5:2-3 (NKJV)

Personal Application #2: God Honors Those Who Wait on His Timing

David had already been anointed by Samuel years earlier, but only now is the entire nation
recognizing him as king. He didn't rush to seize power—he waited for God's timing, even when
others doubted him or stood in his way.

Sometimes we know God has called us to something—but we get ahead of Him. Are you willing to
wait for God'’s timing, even if it feels delayed? He hasn’t forgotten you.

“Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.”
— 1 Peter 5:6 (NKJV)

Verses 4-9: Bold Faith Conquers What Seems Impossible

The Jebusites mocked David when he came to take Jerusalem, saying he’d never get in. But David
pressed forward in faith—and God gave him victory. He renamed the stronghold Zion, and it became
the city of David.

“So David went on and became great, and the Lord of hosts was with him.”
— 1 Chronicles 11:9 (NKJV)

What “Jebusite strongholds” are standing in front of you today? God may be calling you to step
forward in faith—even when others say it’s impossible. Don’t let opposition stop you from walking in
obedience.
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Verses 10-47: The Power of Loyalty and Brotherhood

The chapter highlights David’s mighty men—loyal warriors who stood by him in battle, honored him
as king, and risked their lives for him.

One story stands out: David, longing for water from the well near Bethlehem, speaks his desire
aloud. Three of his men hear it, break through enemy lines, draw the water, and bring it back to him.
But David is so moved by their sacrifice that he refuses to drink it—instead, he pours it out as an
offering to the Lord.

“Shall I drink the blood of these men who have put their lives in jeopardy?”— 1 Chronicles 11:19
(NKJV)

Personal Application #3: Loyalty Is a Rare and Powerful Gift

These men weren’t just warriors—they were deeply loyal. They listened closely to David’s heart, even
his unspoken desires, and took risks simply because they loved and honored him.

Do you have people in your life who would go the extra mile for you—and would you do the same for
them? Are you that kind of friend, spouse, sibling, or church member—loyal, sacrificial, and
present?

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”— Proverbs 17:17 (NKJV)
Personal Application #4: Worship Comes from a Heart That Values Others

David could have taken the water and called it a reward—but instead, he saw it as something holy.
He recognized the cost behind the gift, and he gave it to the One most worthy: God.

How often do we stop and recognize the sacrifices others have made for us—or better yet, how
often do we recognize what God has done for us? A heart of worship sees even the small things as
gifts to be returned in gratitude to the Lord.

Verses 20-47: Ordinary Names, Extraordinary Impact

The chapter ends with a list of names—men who might seem obscure to us, but who were giants in
courage, loyalty, and strength. Some faced lions, others giants, and still others stood alone in battle.
Yet they all shared one thing in common: they stood with David and gave their all.

You may never be famous. Your name may never be written in a book. But God sees every act of
courage, sacrifice, and faithfulness. Keep standing, even if no one else does. You’re not forgotten.

“God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love...” — Hebrews 6:10 (NKJV)
Final Thought: Be a Faithful Follower and a God-Glorifying Leader

Whether you're leading others like David, or supporting someone else's vision like the mighty men,
you have a role to play in God’s Kingdom. Lead with humility. Follow with loyalty. Serve with courage.
And always point the glory back to God.
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Today, ask the Lord: “How can | be more like David—or more like his mighty men?” Then step outin
faith and fulfill your calling with courage and love.
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