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A Royal Line, a Broken Nation, and a Faithful God 

1 Chronicles 3:1–24 — The Family of David and the Road to Captivity 

“Now these were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron…” — 1 Chronicles 3:1 NKJV 

1. God Keeps His Promises Through Imperfect People 

Chapter 3 zooms in on King David’s family tree. It begins by listing his sons born in Hebron (before he 
ruled over all Israel) and continues with his sons born later in Jerusalem. These names represent the 
royal line of Judah—the line God promised would one day bring the Messiah. 

But if you know David’s story, you’ll recognize that these sons came from multiple wives, and many 
of them were involved in scandal, betrayal, or tragedy—especially Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah. 

Personal Application: 
David was a man after God’s own heart—but his family life was deeply complicated. Yet through that 
brokenness, God’s promise still stood. 

This is good news for all of us with imperfect families. You don’t have to come from a perfect 
background to be part of God’s plan. He specializes in working through the mess, not around it. 

“But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.” — Romans 5:20 NKJV 

2. Our Choices Shape Our Legacy 

As the genealogy continues in verses 10–16, we’re shown the kings who came from David’s line, 
from Solomon all the way to Zedekiah, the final king before the Babylonian exile. 

Each of these names represents a season of leadership in Judah—some were godly and faithful (like 
Hezekiah and Josiah), while others were corrupt and rebellious. Eventually, the kingdom fell because 
of the people’s persistent disobedience. 

Personal Application: 
Your choices today will ripple into the future—they form the legacy you're building. You may not be 
royalty, but you are influencing someone: your family, your coworkers, your eklesia, your community. 

Ask yourself: Am I leading in a way that honors God—even when no one sees? God calls us to live for 
more than just the moment—we're called to live with eternity in mind. 

“The righteous man walks in his integrity; his children are blessed after him.” — Proverbs 20:7 NKJV 

3. God Preserves a Remnant—Even After Judgment 

The chapter closes with the list of descendants after the exile (vv. 17–24), showing that even though 
the kingdom fell, the family line continued. God had not abandoned His covenant with David. He 
preserved the line that would eventually lead to Jesus, the true and eternal King. 
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Personal Application: 
You may feel like you’ve failed—or that your season of usefulness is over. But God's not done. Even 
after discipline or disaster, He preserves a remnant. He’s still writing the story, even when it feels like 
you're stuck in the aftermath. 

If you’ve been through a “Babylon” season—a time of loss, exile, or correction—know this: God is 
still working behind the scenes. He always leaves a door open for redemption and restoration. 

“I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten.” — Joel 2:25 NKJV 

Final Takeaway: The King Is Still Coming 

This chapter reminds us that: 

• God uses flawed families to fulfill eternal promises. 

• Our daily decisions impact the future far more than we think. 

• Even when it looks like the story is over, God keeps the line alive—because His plan of 
redemption never fails. 

What began with David and continued through exile would one day lead to Jesus Christ, the King of 
kings. And if you’ve trusted in Him, you’re now part of that royal family too. 

“You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people…” 
— 1 Peter 2:9 NKJV 


