
13-Bible Reading Study Notes 
1st Chronicles-Chapter 01 

 

 
Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982   Copyright © 2025-2026 by 
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.   Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
  This teaching is provided freely to all. 
   It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

1 
 

When Names Tell a Bigger Story 

1 Chronicles 1:1–54 — From Adam to the Sons of Esau 

“Adam, Seth, Enosh…” — 1 Chronicles 1:1 NKJV 

Let’s be honest: genealogies can be tough to read. A long list of names—most of them hard to 
pronounce and easy to skip. But beneath the surface, these names remind us of something 
profound: God has always had a plan, and He always works through people—real people, with real 
stories. 

1. God Works Through Generations, Not Just Moments 

This chapter begins with Adam, the first man, and then moves through the generations of Seth, 
Noah, and his sons—Japheth, Ham, and Shem. These names represent the early movement of 
humanity across the globe. As you read, you see the family lines that eventually led to Abraham, the 
father of faith. 

Personal Application: 
Your life didn’t start with you—and it won’t end with you either. God thinks generationally. He’s 
writing a story that spans centuries, and you are part of that story. 

Maybe you didn’t come from a godly legacy—but you can start one. Your obedience today can 
impact future generations. Don’t underestimate the power of a faithful life. 

“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His 
righteousness to children’s children.” — Psalm 103:17 NKJV 

2. God Is Interested in the Line of Redemption 

The genealogy narrows from Japheth and Ham to focus on Shem—because it was through Shem 
that Abraham came. Through Abraham came Isaac, Jacob, Judah, David, and ultimately—Jesus 
Christ. 

The Bible always zooms in on the line of promise, because the goal is redemption. God’s plan from 
the very beginning was to bring a Savior, and this chapter is a roadmap showing how He did it. 

Personal Application: 
God isn’t just tracking names—He’s tracking purpose. You’re not just one of billions. God sees you. 
He knows your name. And He invites you to be part of His redemptive plan in your generation. 

You don’t have to be famous to be significant in God's kingdom. You just need to be faithful. 

3. God Sees the Ones History Forgets 

This chapter also includes the descendants of Ishmael, Keturah (Abraham’s concubine), and Esau—
branches of the family tree that didn’t lead to the Messiah. But they’re still included. Why? Because 
God doesn’t forget anyone. Every name matters to Him. 
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“These were the chiefs of the sons of Esau… in the land of Edom.” — 1 Chronicles 1:54 NKJV 

Personal Application: 
Maybe you’ve felt overlooked—like your story isn’t central or your role isn’t important. But if your 
name were written into God's story, it wouldn’t be skipped. God sees the faithful ones no one else 
notices. He remembers what people forget. 

If you're living in the shadows, know this: God never forgets a name, a prayer, or a step of 
faithfulness. 

4. The Dividing of the Earth (v.19): God Shapes History and Geography 

“To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided.” 
— 1 Chronicles 1:19 NKJV 

This brief note—“the earth was divided”—has sparked much discussion. Some believe it refers to 
the Tower of Babel and the division of languages and nations. Others think it might hint at 
continental drift or a major geopolitical shift. Either way, it shows that God is not only writing 
individual stories—He’s sovereign over the events that shape human history. 

Personal Application: 
Whether it's personal upheaval or global change, God is not surprised. He is always moving history 
toward His redemptive goal. That includes world events—and your story too. 

What feels like a “dividing” in your life right now might actually be part of how God is redirecting you 
toward His promises. 

Final Takeaway: Even the Genealogies Are Full of Grace 

At first glance, 1 Chronicles 1 may feel like just a roll call of names. But in reality, it’s a testimony to 
the faithfulness of God, the value of each person, and the unstoppable march toward redemption. 

This chapter reminds us: 

• God writes history through people—ordinary ones like you and me. 

• You matter—even if you’re not in the spotlight. 

• God is always working, even when it feels slow or quiet. 

• Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the family line—and we’re invited into His family by faith. 

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” — Galatians 3:26 NKJV 


