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When God's Word is Rediscovered 

2 Kings 22 — The Revival Under King Josiah 

1. Young Leader, Right Heart 

“Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. And 
he did what was right in the sight of the Lord...” — 2 Kings 22:1–2 NKJV 

At just eight years old, Josiah inherited a kingdom stained by idolatry, violence, and spiritual ruin—
courtesy of his grandfather Manasseh and father Amon. But instead of following in their footsteps, 
Josiah took a different path. He chose to do what was right in the sight of the Lord. 

Personal Application: 
Age doesn’t determine your ability to walk with God—your heart does. You might feel like you’re too 
young, too old, too late, or too new to really make a difference. But like Josiah, you can choose today 
to follow God—no matter where you’ve come from or what others have done before you. 

2. Reform on the Outside Isn’t Revival on the Inside 

Josiah started repairing the temple. It was a major move—restoring what had been desecrated under 
past kings. He even cleaned out the pagan altars and idols. On the outside, it looked like a full-blown 
revival. 

But the people’s hearts weren’t in it. Many were just going along with the new reforms because it was 
politically popular or culturally trendy. As the prophet Jeremiah (who began ministering during 
Josiah’s reign) would later point out, their faith was shallow. 

“Do not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord are these.’” — Jeremiah 7:4 NKJV 

Personal Application: 
It’s possible to clean up the outside and still be spiritually dry on the inside. You can go to church, 
say the right things, and look like you’ve got it all together—but if your heart hasn’t truly turned to the 
Lord, it’s all just surface-level. 

Revival isn’t about rebranding—it’s about repentance. 

3. God's Word Changes Everything 

As the temple repairs continued, something incredible happened—they found a copy of the Book 
of the Law. The Word of God had been lost in the house of God. No one had read it for years. But 
when the high priest found it and had it read to the king, it rocked Josiah to the core. 

“Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore his clothes.” 
— 2 Kings 22:11 NKJV 
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He realized just how far the nation had drifted from God. And he didn’t excuse it or blame others—he 
wept, tore his clothes, and humbled himself before the Lord. 

Personal Application: 
Have you ever opened your Bible and felt like God was speaking directly to your soul? That’s the 
power of Scripture. God’s Word confronts, convicts, and calls us to change. Don’t let it gather dust—
let it guide your life. 

Ask yourself: When was the last time I let the Word of God shape my decisions, priorities, and heart? 

4. God Notices Tender Hearts 

Josiah sent messengers to inquire of the Lord. They came to Huldah the prophetess, and she gave a 
two-part word from God: 

1. Judgment was still coming on Judah because of its history of rebellion. 

2. But Josiah would be spared from seeing that judgment because of his humility and 
repentance. 

“Because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before the Lord… I also have heard you, 
says the Lord.” — 2 Kings 22:19 NKJV 

Personal Application: 
God sees when your heart is soft toward Him. He notices when you're genuinely broken over sin—
not just going through the motions. Josiah’s response teaches us that God honors humility. We 
can’t control the world around us, but we can choose how we respond when God speaks. 

Is your heart still tender toward God? Or have you become numb, distracted, or spiritually 
hardened? 

5. When the Word Hits Home, Share It 

After hearing God’s Word, Josiah didn’t keep it to himself. In the next chapter (2 Kings 23), we’ll see 
that he gathered all the people and had the Word read out loud. He wanted everyone to hear what he 
had heard—so they, too, could respond. 

Personal Application: 
God’s Word isn’t just for you—it’s meant to be shared. When Scripture speaks to you, let it overflow 
to your family, your ekklesia, your circle of influence. You never know how far the ripple effects of 
obedience can go. 

Final Takeaway: Let God’s Word Rebuild What Sin Broke 

Josiah’s story is a call to rediscover the Word of God, respond with repentance, and walk in renewed 
commitment. His reforms may not have changed the hearts of every person, but his own heart was 
fully the Lord’s, and God honored that. 
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This chapter reminds us: 

• You’re not too young (or old) to live for God. 

• Surface change without heart change isn’t enough. 

• God's Word is powerful—read it, obey it, and let it transform you. 

• God responds to genuine humility. 

• Don’t keep God's truth to yourself—pass it on. 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
— Psalm 119:105 NKJV 

 

 


