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Naaman, Gehazi, and the Grace of God 

Naaman: The Man of Status with a Hidden Problem (2 Kings 5:1-14) 

Naaman was a powerful and honorable man—respected by his king, successful in battle, and 
admired by many. But beneath all the medals, power, and status, he had an issue he couldn’t fix—
leprosy. 

Leprosy in the Bible is often a picture of sin—something that spreads, isolates, and ultimately 
destroys. No matter how strong or successful we appear, we all have an issue only God can heal. 

The surprising hero in Naaman’s story is a nameless servant girl, a captive from Israel. She had every 
reason to be bitter—she had been taken from her homeland and forced to serve Naaman’s wife. But 
instead of resentment, she showed faith and compassion. She pointed Naaman toward the prophet 
Elisha, saying, "If only my master would go to the prophet in Samaria! He would cure him of his 
leprosy." (v.3). 

Application: 

• No amount of power or success can fix the deeper issues of the heart. Only God can. 

• Sometimes, God uses the humblest voices to direct us to truth. Are we listening? 

• This servant girl had every reason to be angry, yet she chose grace over bitterness. Do we 
extend grace to those who have wronged us? 

Naaman’s Pride Almost Robbed Him of His Healing (2 Kings 5:9-14) 

Naaman traveled to Israel, expecting a royal welcome and a dramatic miracle. Instead, Elisha didn’t 
even greet him. He just sent a messenger saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and you will 
be healed." (v.10). 

Naaman was offended. He expected grandeur—something spectacular. Instead, he was told to dip 
in the muddy Jordan River. He even said, "Aren’t the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of 
Israel?" (v.12). 

It took the wisdom of his servants to humble him. They reasoned, "If the prophet had told you to do 
something difficult, you would have done it. Why not do something simple?" (v.13). 

Finally, Naaman obeyed, and on the seventh dip, he was completely healed. 

Application: 

• Pride can keep us from receiving God’s blessings. Naaman almost walked away from his 
healing because it didn’t come his way. How often do we do the same? 

• Obedience brings transformation. Naaman had to fully obey (all seven dips) before he was 
healed. Do we obey God completely, or only when it makes sense to us? 
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• God’s ways often seem too simple. Like Naaman, we sometimes expect to earn or prove 
ourselves. But salvation is simple: Believe in Jesus, and you will be saved (Acts 16:31). Are 
we willing to accept grace for what it is—unearned and freely given? 

Naaman’s Heart is Changed (2 Kings 5:15-19) 

After his healing, Naaman’s leprosy was gone, but something greater happened—his heart changed. 
He returned to Elisha and declared, "Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel!" 
(v.15). 

This wasn’t just physical healing—it was a spiritual transformation. 

Naaman then offered Elisha lavish gifts in gratitude, but Elisha refused, showing that God’s power is 
not for sale. 

Application: 

• The greatest miracle is not just healing—but a changed heart. Has our encounter with God 
transformed our lives? 

• Do we recognize that God’s blessings cannot be bought? They are given by grace alone. 

Gehazi’s Greed: A Warning Against Corrupt Motives (2 Kings 5:20-27) 

While Elisha walked in integrity, his servant Gehazi saw an opportunity. He couldn’t understand why 
Elisha refused the gifts, so he chased after Naaman and lied to get some wealth for himself. 

He took silver and clothing, then hid them in his house, thinking no one would know. But God 
revealed it to Elisha, who confronted him. Gehazi not only lost his position—he was struck with the 
very disease Naaman was healed from. 

Application: 

• Greed blinds us. Gehazi had seen God’s power firsthand, yet his love for wealth led him to lie 
and steal. 

• Integrity matters. Gehazi thought no one saw, but God always sees. Are we living with 
integrity, even in private? 

• Coveting what others have leads to destruction. Are we satisfied with what God has given us, 
or are we always chasing more? 

Final Reflection: What Can We Learn? 

1. No matter how successful we are, we all have a deeper need only God can heal. Like 
Naaman’s leprosy, sin corrupts, and we need Jesus to cleanse us. 

2. God’s ways are often simple, but pride can keep us from obedience. Are we willing to humble 
ourselves and trust Him? 
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3. When we experience God’s grace, it should change our hearts. Naaman’s healing led to his 
faith. Have we let God’s work in our lives transform us? 

4. God’s blessings are not for sale. Elisha refused Naaman’s gifts to show that salvation is a gift 
from God, not something we earn. 

5. Greed and dishonesty will always be exposed. Gehazi tried to hide his sin, but nothing is 
hidden from God. 

Like Naaman, we must learn to trust and obey—even when God’s ways don’t make sense. And like 
Gehazi, we must guard our hearts against greed and deception, knowing that God sees all things. 

So, will we be like Naaman—humbled and healed? Or like Gehazi—corrupt and condemned? The 
choice is ours. 


