11-Bible Reading Study Notes
15t Kings Chapter 11

1 Kings 11 marks a tragic shift in Solomon’s life. A man who once walked in wisdom, favor, and divine
blessing slowly drifted away from God. His wealth, power, and relationships led him to compromise,
ultimately leading to the division of his kingdom.

This chapter isn’t just a historical account—it serves as a warning for us. If Solomon, with all his
wisdom, could fall away from God, how much more should we be careful to guard our hearts and
remain faithful?

1. No One is Above Falling
Solomon was the wisest man in the world, personally chosen by God, yet he still fell into sin.

¢ Personal Reflection: Do you ever think you’re too spiritually strong to fall into certain sins?
The reality is, no one is immune to temptation.

Paul warns us in 1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”

o Application: Never assume you’re too strong to struggle in an area. Stay humble,
accountable, and dependent on God’s grace.

2. Small Compromises Lead to Big Downfalls
Solomon disobeyed God’s commands little by little:
e He multiplied horses from Egypt (1 Kings 10:28) — directly violating Deuteronomy 17:16.
e He accumulated excessive silver and gold (1 Kings 10:14-21) —violating Deuteronomy 17:17.

¢ He married foreign wives who worshiped other gods (1 Kings 11:1-4) — violating Deuteronomy
7:3-4.

At first, these may have seemed like small compromises, but they eventually turned his heart away
from God.

o Personal Reflection: Are there small areas in your life where you’re compromising? Are you
allowing things that God has warned against?

e Application: Don’tignore God’s warnings. Even small disobediences can grow into spiritual
downfall.

3. What You Love Shapes Your Life
1 Kings 11:1 says, “But King Solomon loved many foreign women.”

The issue wasn’t just that Solomon married many wives—it was what he loved. His love for pleasure
and relationships with unbelieving women ultimately drew his heart away from God.

e Personal Reflection: What do you love the most? Is your heart fully devoted to God, or is
something else competing for first place?
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Matthew 22:37 reminds us: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind.”

e Application: Examine your heart. Are your affections centered on God, or have distractions
pulled you away?

4. Spiritual Drift Happens Gradually

Solomon’s decline didn’t happen overnight. Verse 4 says, “When Solomon was old, his wives turned
his heart after other gods.”

This means that his heart drifted slowly over time. He didn’t wake up one day and decide to build
altars to false gods—he allowed compromise after compromise until he was completely lost.

o Personal Reflection: Have you slowly drifted from God? Are you less passionate about
prayer, worship, and reading Scripture than you used to be?

Hebrews 2:1 warns, “We must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift
away.”

e Application: If you’ve drifted, come back today. Repent, refocus, and recommit to making
God your first love.

5. Disobedience Has Consequences

God had appeared to Solomon twice and warned him (1 Kings 11:9-10), yet Solomon still chose to
disobey. As a result, God declared that his kingdom would be divided.

o Personal Reflection: Are you ignoring God’s warnings? Are you persisting in sin, thinking it
won’t have consequences?

Galatians 6:7 says, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
alsoreap.”

¢ Application: Sin always has consequences. Confess and repent before it costs you more
than you’re willing to pay.

6. God's Grace in Judgment

Even though God judged Solomon by dividing the kingdom, He still showed mercy.
e Hedidn’t take the kingdom from Solomon personally—only from his son (1 Kings 11:12).
e He preserved one tribe (Judah) for David’s sake (1 Kings 11:13).

This shows that God’s faithfulness isn’t based on us—it’s based on His promises.

¢ Personal Reflection: Have you experienced God’s grace even when you didn’t deserve it?
How has God shown you mercy?

e Application: Even if you’ve made mistakes, God’s grace is still available. Turn back to Him,
and He will restore you.
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Conclusion: Guard Your Heart, Stay Faithful

Solomon’s life started strong but ended in failure because he didn’t guard his heart. His story warns
us about the dangers of compromise, misplaced love, and ignoring God’s warnings.

Final Challenge: Are You Finishing Well?

1. Areyou compromising in small ways that could lead to bigger problems?

2. Isyour heart fully devoted to God, or is something competing for first place?
3. Areyouignoring God’s warnings?

4. Areyou drifting spiritually?

Don’t let success, relationships, or distractions pull you away from God. Stay faithful, obey His
Word, and finish your race well.
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