11-Bible Reading Study Notes
15t Kings Chapter 07

1 Kings 7 details the construction of Solomon’s personal palace and the intricate furnishings of the
temple. While much of the chapter describes the physical aspects of these structures, there are
significant spiritual lessons we can apply to our own lives.

1. Priorities: What Comes First in Your Life?

The passage begins by noting that Solomon spent seven years building the temple of the Lord but
thirteen years constructing his own house (1 Kings 7:1). At first, Solomon was focused on honoring
God, but over time, his priorities began to shift toward himself.

o Personal Reflection: Are your priorities aligned with God’s will, or have personal ambitions
taken center stage? Do you invest more time, effort, and resources in things that benefit your
relationship with God, or are you more focused on personal comfort and success? Matthew
6:33 reminds us, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.”

2. Establishing and Strengthening: Jachin and Boaz

At the entrance of the temple, Solomon placed two massive bronze pillars, naming one Jachin ("He
shall establish") and the other Boaz ("In it is strength") (1 Kings 7:15-22). Though their exact purpose
is uncertain, their names reflect key spiritual truths—God establishes and strengthens His people.

¢ Personal Reflection: Is your life firmly established in God? Are you drawing strength from
Him, or do you rely on your own abilities? Isaiah 40:31 says, “But those who wait on the Lord
shall renew their strength.” Just as these pillars stood at the temple’s entrance, our faith
must be rooted in God’s strength, not our own.

3. Cleansing and Judgment: The Massive Bronze Laver

Solomon built a huge bronze basin, often called the "Sea," supported by twelve oxen, facing outward
in all four directions (1 Kings 7:23-26). This basin held water for the priests to cleanse themselves
before ministering in the temple. In the Bible, brass represents judgment, and water represents
cleansing—symbolizing the need for purification before approaching God.

o Personal Reflection: Do you take time to cleanse your heart before coming into God’s
presence? Do you regularly repent of sin, allowing God to wash you clean? 1 John 1:9
assures us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

4. Gold and Brass: Worship vs. Sacrifice

The temple furnishings were made of either gold or brass—each with symbolic meaning. Brass,
used for the altar and utensils related to sacrifices, represents judgment and purification. Gold,
used inside the temple, represents God’s holiness, glory, and presence (1 Kings 7:48-50).

o Personal Reflection: Are you merely going through external religious motions (brass), or are
you pursuing a deeper, intimate relationship with God (gold)? True worship is more than
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rituals—it’s about drawing close to God with a sincere heart. John 4:24 reminds us, “God is
Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

5. God's Presence Over Rituals

While Solomon built an incredible temple filled with beautiful objects, later in his life, his heart
drifted from God. The lesson here is clear: No matter how grand our religious activities or how well-
structured our lives appear, if our hearts are not devoted to God, we miss the point.

¢ Personal Reflection: Are you more focused on religious practices than on truly knowing
God? Is your relationship with Him growing, or have you become distracted by other
pursuits? Psalm 27:4 expresses the right focus: “One thing | have desired of the Lord, that
will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.”

Conclusion: What Are You Building?

Solomon’s palace and temple remind us to keep God first, rely on His strength, purify our hearts,
and worship Him sincerely. His palace took longer to build than the temple—a subtle warning
about misplaced priorities. The massive bronze laver and gold furnishings show the importance of
cleansing and worshiping in God’s presence.

So, what are you building? Are you investing more in things that bring you temporary comfort or in
things that glorify God? Are you relying on His strength, or are you trying to stand on your own? May
we choose to build lives where God’s presence is our priority, our foundation is firm, and our hearts
are fully devoted to Him.
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