11-Bible Reading Study Notes
15t Kings Introduction

The books of 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles cover much of the same historical period in
Israel’s history, but they differ in perspective, emphasis, and purpose.

1 & 2 Kings

e Authorship & Date: Likely written by the prophet Jeremiah or another exilic prophet, around
the time of the Babylonian exile (6th century BC).

e Perspective: A prophetic and political history.
e Focus: The decline of Israel and Judah due to disobedience to God's covenant.
e KeyThemes:

o The moral and spiritual failures of kings.

o Therole of prophets (e.g., Elijah and Elisha) in calling kings and people to
repentance.

o The division of the kingdom after Solomon (Israel in the north, Judah in the south).
o The eventual fall of Israel to Assyria (722 BC) and Judah to Babylon (586 BC).
o Audience: The Jewish people in exile, explaining why they were removed from the land.
1 & 2 Chronicles

e Authorship & Date: Traditionally attributed to Ezra, written after the exile, around the 5th
century BC.

e Perspective: A priestly and spiritual history.
e Focus: God’s faithfulness and restoration rather than Israel’s failures.
e KeyThemes:
o Theimportance of temple worship, priesthood, and Davidic kingship.
o The southern kingdom of Judah (Israel is mostly omitted).
o Encouragement to the returned exiles to remain faithful to God’s covenant.
o Genealogies (especially in 1 Chronicles) to reaffirm Israel’s identity after exile.

e Audience: The post-exilic Jews, encouraging them as they rebuild Jerusalem and the temple.
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Key Differences

Feature 1 & 2Kings 1 & 2 Chronicles

Perspective |(|Political, prophetic Priestly, theological

Focus Reasons for exile, failures of kings Encouragement, temple worship
Emphasis Both Israel & Judah, moral lessons Mostly Judah, focus on God's faithfulness
Prophets Major role (Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, etc.) Minor role, more focus on priests
Genealogies||[Few Extensive (especially in 1 Chronicles)
End Goal Explains why exile happened Encourages returnees to remain faithful
Conclusion

¢ Kings gives a tragic view: "Here’s how Israel and Judah failed, leading to their destruction."

e Chronicles gives a hopeful view: "Here’s how God is still faithful, and here’s your spiritual
heritage."
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