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In this final chapter of 2 Samuel, David makes a critical mistake—he orders a census of Israel, which 
goes against God's instruction. Even after realizing his sin and repenting, David must face the 
consequences. The chapter ends with David offering a sacrifice on the threshing floor of Araunah, 
where he declares, "I will not offer to God that which costs me nothing" (v. 24). 

This passage teaches us the dangers of pride, the importance of trusting God over numbers, and the 
value of true sacrificial giving. 

1. Pride Leads to Poor Decisions 

David ordered a census of Israel, even though Joab warned him against it. Instead of trusting in 
God’s promise to make Israel innumerable, David wanted to measure his military strength. 

Later, David’s heart was convicted, and he realized he had sinned. 

"David’s heart smote him after he had numbered the people. And David said to the Lord, ‘I have 
sinned greatly in what I have done’" (v. 10). 

Personal Application: 

• Pride makes us rely on human strength instead of God. David wanted to see his nation’s size, 
but he should have trusted in God's ability to protect and provide. 

• Sometimes, we ignore wise counsel because we are too set on doing things our way. Joab 
tried to warn David, but he didn’t listen. 

• We should regularly check our hearts for pride—are we making decisions out of faith or out 
of a desire for control and security? 

Reflection: Am I trusting in God’s promises, or am I relying on my own strength and resources? 

2. Sin Has Consequences, Even When We Are Forgiven 

When David repented, God gave him three choices for judgment: 

1. Seven years of famine 

2. Three months of defeat by his enemies 

3. Three days of pestilence from the Lord 

David responded, "Let me fall into the hands of the Lord, for His mercy is great, but do not let me fall 
into human hands" (v. 14). 

Even though God forgave David, the nation suffered because of his mistake—70,000 people died 
from the plague. 
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Personal Application: 

• God forgives, but consequences remain. David was forgiven, yet his actions affected the 
entire nation. 

• Our choices don’t just impact us—they impact our family, church, and community. 

• When facing discipline, we should trust in God's mercy and accept correction with humility. 

Reflection: Am I considering the long-term effects of my choices, or am I only thinking about what 
benefits me now? 

3. True Repentance Leads to Action 

After seeing the devastation, David pleaded with God: 

"I have sinned; I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand be 
against me and my father’s house" (v. 17). 

David didn’t just confess—he took responsibility and sought to make things right. 

Personal Application: 

• True repentance is more than words—it leads to a changed heart and changed actions. 

• When we sin, we should own up to it completely and not shift blame to others. 

• Repentance should be followed by seeking restoration—David obeyed God’s command to 
build an altar and offer sacrifices. 

Reflection: Do I truly take responsibility for my actions, or do I make excuses and shift blame? 

4. Worship Should Cost Us Something 

When David sought to offer a sacrifice to the Lord, Araunah offered to give him the land and the oxen 
for free. But David refused, saying: 

"I will not offer to the Lord that which costs me nothing" (v. 24). 

David knew that true worship required sacrifice—something that had personal value. 

Personal Application: 

• True worship is costly. It’s easy to give God what’s convenient, but true worship requires 
sacrifice—whether time, finances, or priorities. 

• Giving should be from the heart, not just leftovers. Many people give out of their 
abundance, but sacrificial giving reflects true devotion. 

• The widow's mite (Mark 12:41-44) reminds us that God values the heart behind the gift, 
not just the amount. 

Reflection: Am I giving God my best, or am I only offering what is easy and convenient? 
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5. Trusting God Over Human Strength 

This entire chapter teaches a simple but powerful truth: 

• David trusted in numbers instead of God, and it cost him. 

• David repented and sought God’s mercy, and He responded. 

• David worshiped with a true heart, and the plague was stopped. 

Personal Application: 

• Do I put more confidence in my resources, achievements, or security than in God? 

• Do I wait until after I’ve failed to seek God, or do I trust Him from the beginning? 

• Is my worship and giving sacrificial, or am I giving what costs me nothing? 

Key Takeaways from 2 Samuel 24 

1. Pride leads us away from trusting God – We must resist the urge to rely on human strength 
over divine promises. 

2. Sin has consequences, even when forgiven – Our choices impact others, so we must walk 
wisely. 

3. True repentance takes responsibility – Saying "I’m sorry" isn’t enough—we must act on it. 

4. Worship should be sacrificial – We should give God our best, not our leftovers. 

5. God’s mercy is greater than our failures – No matter how far we fall, God is always ready to 
restore us when we come to Him in humility. 

Reflection Questions: 

• Am I making decisions based on faith or pride? 
• Do I consider the consequences of my actions, or do I only think about what benefits me 

now? 
• Is my repentance genuine and followed by action? 
• Am I offering God my best, or am I giving what costs me nothing? 
• Do I trust in my own resources and plans, or do I rely on God’s provision? 

Final Thought: 

David’s last recorded act in 2 Samuel is one of humility, repentance, and sacrificial worship. Despite 
his failures, he ultimately turned back to God, trusting in His mercy. 

May we learn from David’s mistakes, trusting in God rather than our own strength, walking in 
humility, and offering God our very best. 


