
10-Bible Reading Study Notes 
2nd Samuel Chapter 23 

 

 
Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982   Copyright © 2025-2026 by 
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.   Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
  This teaching is provided freely to all. 
   It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

1 
 

This chapter contains David’s final words and a list of his mighty men—those who stood with him in 
battle and demonstrated great courage. David reflects on God’s faithfulness throughout his life and 
acknowledges that true leadership requires justice and the fear of God. 

This passage challenges us to live with integrity, fight our spiritual battles with courage, and 
surround ourselves with the right people. 

1. A Life That Honors God Leaves a Lasting Impact 

David’s last words are not about his accomplishments, wealth, or power. Instead, he declares: 

"The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue" (2 Samuel 23:2). 

He understood that his greatest legacy was not his kingdom but his relationship with God. 

Personal Application: 

• True success is not measured by power or possessions but by how closely we walk with God. 

• The greatest impact we can leave is not earthly achievements but a life that points others to 
Christ. 

• David was not perfect, but he remained faithful, and God used him mightily—proof that God 
honors a heart that seeks Him. 

Reflection: Am I building a life that will leave a spiritual impact, or am I focusing only on temporary 
success? 

2. True Leaders Rule with Justice and the Fear of God 

David declares: 

"He who rules over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God" (v. 3). 

Personal Application: 

• Whether we lead in our family, workplace, church, or community, we are called to lead with 
integrity and the fear of the Lord. 

• Corruption and pride thrive where there is no accountability to God. 

• True leadership means serving others with humility, knowing we will answer to God for our 
actions. 

Reflection: Am I leading with integrity and the fear of the Lord, or am I seeking control for my own 
benefit? 

3. We Need a Strong Spiritual Battle Mentality 

David’s mighty men were known for their courage, loyalty, and endurance. 
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One of them, Eleazar, fought so long that his hand clung to his sword (v. 10). Another, Shammah, 
stood his ground and defended a field against the enemy when everyone else fled (v. 12). 

Personal Application: 

• Spiritual warfare requires endurance—we must hold tightly to God’s Word as our weapon 
(Ephesians 6:17). 

• When others run away in fear, we must stand firm in faith. 

• Sometimes, we will be called to fight alone, but if we stand for righteousness, God will bring 
the victory. 

Reflection: Am I holding tightly to my faith, even when the battle is long and exhausting? 

4. Surround Yourself with the Right People 

David’s success was not just because of his own strength—he had mighty men around him who 
fought with him, supported him, and shared in his victories. 

Three of these men even risked their lives to bring David water from Bethlehem—a powerful act of 
loyalty and sacrifice (vv. 15-17). 

Personal Application: 

• The people we surround ourselves with shape our destiny. 

• We need friends who will fight alongside us in spiritual battles, not those who bring us down. 

• Loyalty, faithfulness, and shared purpose are key in our relationships—especially in the body 
of Christ. 

Reflection: Do I have strong, godly people around me, and am I that kind of friend to others? 

5. Honor, Sacrifice, and Devotion to God Matter More Than Personal Gain 

When David’s men risked their lives to get him water, he refused to drink it and poured it out as an 
offering to the Lord (v. 17). 

He recognized that their sacrifice was too valuable for him to take lightly—it belonged to God. 

Personal Application: 

• Not everything that is given to us should be used for personal gain. Some things are meant to 
be offered back to God in worship. 

• Living for God requires sacrifice. Are we willing to give up comfort, recognition, or 
convenience for the sake of the Gospel? 

• True worship isn’t just about songs and prayers—it’s about honoring God with our choices, 
resources, and devotion. 
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Reflection: Am I holding tightly to my own desires, or am I willing to surrender everything to God as 
an act of worship? 

Key Takeaways from 2 Samuel 23 

1. A life that honors God leaves a lasting impact – Our greatest legacy is our faithfulness to 
Him. 

2. True leadership requires integrity and the fear of God – Those in authority are accountable to 
the Lord. 

3. Spiritual endurance is key to victory – We must hold tightly to God’s Word and fight for truth. 

4. The people around us matter – We need strong, godly relationships that support and 
challenge us. 

5. Sacrifice and worship go hand in hand – Living for God means offering our best back to Him. 

Reflection Questions: 

• Am I focusing on earthly success, or am I building a spiritual legacy? 

• Do I lead with integrity and a fear of God, or am I seeking my own advantage? 

• When I face spiritual battles, do I cling to God’s Word like a soldier grips his sword? 

• Am I surrounding myself with strong, godly people who encourage me in my faith? 

• Am I willing to sacrifice and offer my best to God, or am I holding on too tightly to personal 
gain? 

Final Thought: 

David’s last words remind us of what truly matters—faithfulness, integrity, courage, and devotion to 
God. His mighty men inspire us to fight spiritual battles with endurance, stand firm when others flee, 
and surround ourselves with the right people. 

May we lead with justice, stand in faith, and offer our lives to God as an act of worship—because a 
life lived for Him is never wasted. 

 

 


