10-Bible Reading Study Notes
2" Samuel Chapter 21

In this chapter, David faces three major challenges: a famine, the consequences of broken
covenants, and renewed battles with the Philistines. Through it all, he demonstrates humility in
seeking God, a commitment to doing what is right, and wisdom in recognizing when to step back
from battle.

1. When Trouble Comes, Seek God First

For three years, Israel experienced a famine. Instead of assuming it was just a natural disaster, David
sought the Lord—and God revealed that it was a judgment for something that happened years
earlier: Saul’s broken covenant with the Gibeonites.

Personal Application:

¢ When we face difficulties, we often look for solutions before seeking God. But like David, we
should ask, "Lord, is there something | need to make right?"

e Sometimes, the problems we face aren’t just random—they could be connected to past
mistakes, unresolved issues, or broken commitments.

e Seeking God should always be our first response, not our last resort.

Reflection: When | face challenges, do | seek God’s wisdom first, or do | rely on my own
understanding?

2. Honoring Commitments Matters to God

The famine came because Saul had broken a covenant Israel had made with the Gibeonites
centuries earlier. Even though Joshua had made the covenant by mistake, God still expected Israel
to honor it. When Saul broke it, consequences followed—even years later.

Personal Application:

e God takes our commitments seriously—even when we make them carelessly. Marriage
vows, promises, and agreements should not be broken lightly.

e We can’tjustify breaking commitments just because they were made in a moment of
weakness or deception.

¢ If we have broken promises in the past, we should seek to make things right—because
unresolved issues can create problems down the road.

Reflection: Am | honoring the commitments | have made, or have | justified breaking them because
they were inconvenient?

3. True Justice Requires Seeking Restoration, Not Revenge

When David asked the Gibeonites how to make things right, they didn’t ask for money—they wanted
justice. They requested seven descendants of Saul to be handed over to them, and David agreed.
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At the same time, David honored his personal covenant with Jonathan by sparing Mephibosheth.

Personal Application:

e Restoring what is broken is more important than personal pride. If we’ve wronged someone,
we should seek to restore the relationship, not just apologize and move on.

e Justice doesn’t always mean getting revenge—sometimes, it means making things rightin a
way that honors both truth and mercy.

e David’s respect for his covenant with Jonathan reminds us that we must keep our word, even
when circumstances change.

Reflection: Am | seeking true restoration in relationships, or just trying to avoid the consequences
of past mistakes?

4. Rizpah’s Devotion: A Picture of Unwavering Love

After the seven descendants of Saul were executed, Rizpah, one of Saul’s concubines, stayed by
their bodies, keeping them from being devoured by birds or animals. She mourned for months,
showing deep love and respect for her family.

Personal Application:

e Love doesn’tabandon people in their hardest moments. Rizpah’s devotion teaches us about
faithfulness even when all seems lost.

e Sometimes, our love is tested in long seasons of waiting—but true love remains, even when
there’s no immediate solution.

e Thisis a picture of God’s love for us—He remains faithful even when we are broken and
unworthy.

Reflection: Do | show faithful love to others even when there is no benefit for me?

5. Recognizing When It’s Time to Step Back from the Battle

Later in the chapter, David went to battle against the Philistines but became weak. A descendant of
Goliath nearly killed him, but Abishai stepped in and saved him.

David’s men then told him, "You are not to go into battle anymore, or you will put Israel at risk."

Personal Application:

e There comes a time when we must recognize our limits. Just because we’ve always done
something doesn’t mean we should keep doing it forever.

¢ We all need people around us who can step in and fight for us when we’re weak.

e Good leaders know when to step aside and allow the next generation to rise.
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Reflection: Am | holding on to something God is asking me to release? Do | have people around me
who will help fight my battles when | am weak?

Key Takeaways from 2 Samuel 21
1. Seek God first - When things go wrong, our first step should be to inquire of the Lord.

2. Honor commitments — Even when mistakes have been made, God expects us to keep our
word.

3. Justice should lead to restoration, not revenge — Making things right is more important than
getting even.

4. Unwavering love is powerful — Rizpah’s story reminds us that true devotion remains even in
difficulty.

5. Know when to step back - Sometimes, we need to let others step into the battle while we
take a supporting role.

Reflection Questions:
e Am seeking God first in my challenges, or am | relying on my own understanding?
e Isthere a broken commitment in my life that | need to make right?
e Am pursuing restoration in relationships, or just trying to avoid consequences?
e Dol have people in my life who will fight for me when | am weak?
¢ Is God calling me to step back from a battle I’m still trying to fight?

Final Thought:

David’s experiences in 2 Samuel 21 remind us that every decision has consequences, and
commitments matter to God. At the same time, we see the beauty of seeking God, honoring our
word, showing love, and knowing when to step aside.

May we learn to walk in wisdom, seek justice with mercy, and trust God with every battle we face.
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