10-Bible Reading Study Notes
2" Samuel Chapter 20

After David’s return to power, another rebellion arose—this time from a man named Sheba, who
called the people of Israel to reject David’s leadership. The tribe of Judah remained faithful, but
the rest of Israel followed Sheba. Meanwhile, Joab, David’s longtime commander, showed his brutal
ambition by murdering Amasa, the man David had appointed as general. Ultimately, a wise
woman from the city of Abel ended the rebellion by convincing the people to hand over Sheba,
saving her city from destruction.

This chapter highlights the dangers of division, betrayal, and unchecked ambition—but also the
power of wisdom, discernment, and loyalty.

1. Be Cautious of People Who Stir Up Division

Sheba played on the old resentments between Israel and Judah, convincing people to reject
David’s leadership.

Personal Application:

¢ Inlife, some people thrive on stirring up division—whether in families, churches,
workplaces, or communities.

o Be cautious of voices that promote rebellion, gossip, or disunity. Their influence can
cause unnecessary destruction.

e Instead of joining divisive people, we should seek to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9).

Reflection: Am | surrounding myself with wise and peaceable people, or am | listening to those
who stir up conflict?

2. Misplaced Loyalty Can Lead to Destruction

The men of Israel quickly followed Sheba, but in the end, his rebellion was short-lived—and those
who stood with him paid the price.

Personal Application:

¢ Who we follow matters. If we attach ourselves to the wrong people, we may suffer
alongside them when they fall.

¢ Instead of being loyal to a person out of emotion or history, we should ask, "Is this person
aligned with God’s will and truth?"

e Our first loyalty must always be to God—not to people who are going in the wrong
direction.

Reflection: Am | following people who draw me closer to God, or am | aligning myself with those
leading me away from Him?
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3. Joab’s Ambition Shows the Dangers of a Self-Serving Heart

David had appointed Amasa as his new general, but Joab saw him as a threat. Instead of
accepting David’s decision, Joab murdered Amasa in cold blood—all while pretending to greet him
as afriend.

Personal Application:
e Joab’s actions reveal how ambition and jealousy can lead to betrayal.

¢ |Inourown lives, we must ask: Am | willing to submit to God’s leadership, even if it means
someone else gets the position | wanted?

e True success in God’s eyes is not about power or position—it’s about faithfulness and
humility.

Reflection: Do | struggle with jealousy when someone else is promoted or recognized instead of
me?

4. Wisdom Can Prevent Unnecessary Destruction

As Joab prepared to destroy an entire city to capture Sheba, a wise woman intervened. Instead of
allowing destruction, she negotiated a solution that spared the city.

Personal Application:
o Sometimes, all it takes is one person with wisdom to change an entire situation.

o We must learn to think before acting rashly—sometimes, there is a peaceful way to resolve
conflict.

o Wisdom isn’t just about knowledge—it’s about knowing how to apply it at the right time.
Reflection: Do | respond to conflict with wisdom and discernment, or do | react impulsively?
Key Takeaways from 2 Samuel 20

1. Be cautious of divisive people — They can quickly lead us away from where God wants us to
be.

2. Misplaced loyalty can be costly - We must make sure our loyalty is first to God, not to
people who are headed in the wrong direction.

3. Unchecked ambition leads to destruction - Like Joab, if we let jealousy or personal
ambition control us, we may destroy relationships and opportunities.

4. Wisdom can stop unnecessary destruction —- The wise woman’s approach teaches us that
sometimes, diplomacy is better than war.
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Reflection Questions:
¢ Aml allowing myself to be influenced by people who stir up division?
¢ Is my loyalty to God first, or am | blindly following others?
¢ How do | handle moments when someone else is given a position or honor | desire?
e When faced with conflict, do | respond with wisdom or with impulse?

Final Thought:

This chapter reminds us that division, unchecked ambition, and misplaced loyalty lead to
destruction. But it also shows the power of wisdom, discernment, and choosing the right
battles. May we learn to follow God faithfully, reject division, and pursue peace in every area of
life.
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