10-Bible Reading Study Notes
2" Samuel Chapter 17

Trusting God in Betrayal and Hardship

Last week, we left David in a heartbreaking situation. His son Absalom had rebelled against him,
drawing much of Israel to his side. Instead of facing his son in battle, David chose to flee from
Jerusalem, heading over the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went. This was a deeply humbling
moment for David—not only was he experiencing the betrayal of his own son, but also the scorn of
his enemies.

Responding to Betrayal and Opposition

As David fled, an enemy from Saul’s family, Shimei, took the opportunity to curse him and throw
rocks at him. One of David’s men, Abishai, wanted to kill Shimei, but David responded, “No, maybe
God has allowed him to curse me. Let him be.”

Personal Application:

There will be moments in life when we feel like everyone is against us. People may criticize, slander,
or mistreat us. How do we respond?

e Like David, we can choose to trust God with our reputation rather than retaliate.

¢ Instead of becoming bitter, we can surrender our situation to God, knowing He is the
ultimate judge.

o When people wrong us, we should remember that God may be allowing these trials to teach
us humility, patience, or dependence on Him.

Accepting God's Discipline

David saw Absalom’s rebellion as part of God’s judgment for his past sins. When Nathan
confronted David about his sin with Bathsheba, he prophesied that David’s own family would turn
against him. Now, as this prophecy was unfolding, David did not fight back against God’s
discipline—instead, he humbly accepted it.

Personal Application:
There are times in our lives when we face the consequences of past mistakes.

e Like David, we need to submit to God's correction rather than resist it.

¢ Instead of making excuses or blaming others, we should ask, "Lord, what do You want to
teach me through this?"

e Evenwhen we experience discipline, we can rest in the fact that God is merciful and will
restore us when we repent (Hebrews 12:5-11).

The Danger of Worldly Wisdom: Ahithophel vs. Hushai

David’s former counselor, Ahithophel, betrayed him and sided with Absalom. Ahithophel advised
Absalom to strike David quickly while he was weak. However, David had sent Hushai, a loyal
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friend, to counter Ahithophel’s advice. Hushai flattered Absalom’s ego, advising him to wait and
gather a massive army first. Absalom followed Hushai’s advice, which ultimately led to his
downfall.

Meanwhile, when Ahithophel saw that his advice wasn’t followed, he went home, set his affairs in
order, and committed suicide—realizing that Absalom’s rebellion was doomed to fail.

Personal Application:

e Like Ahithophel, we can be wise in the world’s eyes but still make foolish choices when we
lack spiritual discernment.

e Be careful who you listen to—just because advice sounds logical doesn’t mean it aligns
with God’s will.

e Our pride and self-reliance can destroy us if we are not anchored in God’s truth.

e Ahithophel’s story reminds us of Judas, who also betrayed his king and ended his life in
despair. Betrayal and bitterness always lead to destruction, but repentance leads to
restoration.

God Provides in the Wilderness

David and his followers had fled into the wilderness, weary, hungry, and exhausted. But God was still
with them. Allies from unexpected places brought David and his men food, water, and supplies—
sustaining them in their time of need.

Personal Application:
e Evenwhen we go through seasons of wilderness, God will send help at the right time.
e When we trustin the Lord, He will provide for us—even through unexpected sources.

e Like David, we should keep moving forward in faith, even when we feel tired and
discouraged.

Takeaways
1. Trust God in Betrayal — People may turn against us, but God never will (Psalm 55:22).

2. Submit to God’s Discipline - When we reap the consequences of sin, we must humble
ourselves and trust in God’s mercy.

3. Be Careful Whose Advice You Follow - Worldly wisdom without God leads to destruction.
Seek God’s wisdom in all things (James 1:5).

4. God Provides in the Wilderness — Even in life’s hardest seasons, God will send the right
people and resources at the right time.
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David’s story is one of brokenness, surrender, and ultimate restoration. No matter how far we’ve
fallen, God’s grace is greater. Even when we face betrayal, hardship, or consequences of our own
failures, God is still faithful—if we choose to trust Him.

Reflection Questions:
How do | respond when people wrong me? Do | trust God to defend me, or do | take matters

into my own hands?
¢ Amlwilling to accept God’s correction, or do | resist His discipline?

Whose advice am | listening to? Is it drawing me closer to God or leading me away from Him?
Do | believe that God will provide for me in the wilderness, even when | don’t see how?

No matter what we face, God is our refuge and strength (Psalm 46:1). Let’s place our trust in Him
and allow Him to lead us through every challenge.
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