10-Bible Reading Study Notes
2" Samuel Chapter 08

Victory Through God’s Strength
1. God’s Presence Brings Success

David expanded the kingdom, defeating enemies on every side—the Philistines, Moabites,
Syrians, and Edomites. The key phrase in this chapter is repeated twice:

“The Lord preserved David wherever he went.” (2Samuel 8:6, 2Samuel 8:14)
David’s victories weren’t due to his own strength but because God was with him.

e Lesson: Success in my life isn’t about my abilities, intelligence, or strategies—it’s about
God'’s presence.

o Application: Instead of relying on my own strength, | need to walk in obedience to God and
trust Him to fight my battles. When | acknowledge God in my life, He will direct my steps
and preserve me.

2. Handling Success with Humility

David received gold, silver, and treasures from the nations he conquered, but instead of keeping it
for himself, he dedicated it to the Lord.

e Lesson: When God blesses me—whether it’s financially, spiritually, or with opportunities—
it’s not for my glory, but for His.

e Application: Am | using my resources for God’s purposes, or just for myself? Like David, |
should give back to God out of gratitude for His blessings.

3. God’s “No” Isn’t a Rejection—It’s Redirection

David had a deep desire to build God’s temple, but God told him, “No, you are a man of war”.
However, David didn’t let that stop him from contributing. He didn’t sulk or give up—he prepared
the materials, gathered the wealth, and designed the plans for the temple so his son Solomon
could build it.

e Lesson: Sometimes, | may have good intentions, but God may close the door. That doesn’t
mean He’s rejecting me—it means He has another role for me to play.

¢ Application: When God says “no” to one thing, | need to ask: “Lord, what can | do instead?”
Maybe | won’t complete a certain goal, but | can lay the groundwork for someone else.

4. Establishing Justice & Leadership

David wasn’t just a warrior—he was a wise leader. He executed judgment and justice and
surrounded himself with strong, capable leaders (Joab as general, Jehoshaphat as recorder, Zadok
as priest, and others).
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e Lesson: Success isn’t just about winning battles—it’s about stewarding leadership well
and making decisions that honor God.

e Application: Whether in my family, work, or ministry, | need to lead with integrity, fairness,
and wisdom. Surrounding myself with godly, wise counsel helps me make decisions that
are pleasing to the Lord.

Final Takeaways
e God’s presence is the key to victory in any battle | face.
e Success should never lead to pride—everything | have belongs to God.
o When God says “no” to one thing, He’s leading me to something else.

e Righteous leadership requires wisdom, justice, and surrounding myself with the right
people.

Bottom Line: Just like David, | need to trust God’s leading, dedicate my victories to Him, and stay
faithful to His plans—even if they look different than | expected.

Copyright © 2025-2026 Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

2



