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Worship, Obedience, and the Cost of Criticism 

1. The Danger of Doing God’s Work Man’s Way 

David was passionate about bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, but in his excitement, 
he followed the world’s example instead of God’s command. He placed the ark on a cart, just as 
the Philistines had done. But when Uzzah touched the ark to steady it, he was struck dead by God. 

• Lesson: Good intentions don’t replace obedience to God’s instructions. 

• Application: Sometimes I rush ahead with what seems logical rather than stopping to ask, 
“What has God said about this?” If I’m doing God’s work, I must do it God’s way, even if it 
takes more time or effort. 

2. When God's Presence Brings Fear Instead of Joy 

David’s reaction to Uzzah’s death was fear. He realized how serious it was to handle the presence 
of God carelessly. 

• Application: There have been times when I’ve seen the consequences of neglecting God’s 
Word or commands—in my own life or in others’ lives—and it makes me cautious. But 
rather than withdrawing like David initially did, I need to seek God’s will, correct my 
mistakes, and move forward in obedience. 

3. True Worship: Wholehearted Celebration Before God 

When David returned to bring the ark again, this time he followed God's instructions—having the 
Levites carry it on poles as commanded in Numbers 4:15. As the procession moved forward, David 
worshiped with all his might, dancing before the Lord in joy and humility. 

• Lesson: Worship isn’t about impressing people—it’s about giving everything to God. 

• Application: Do I worship with my whole heart, or am I worried about what others might 
think? Whether it’s singing, serving, or giving, my worship should be unrestrained and God-
focused, not performance-driven. 

4. Criticism from Those Who Don’t Understand Worship 

Michal, David’s wife, despised him for his worship. She saw him dancing without his royal robes 
and judged him for it. 

• Application: Not everyone will understand my love for God or my obedience to Him. Some 
may mock, judge, or look down on me for my faith. But like David, I need to stand firm and 
say, “I’m doing this for the Lord!” 

5. Worship Requires Humility 

David told Michal that he was willing to be even more undignified for God. His priority wasn’t his 
reputation, but his relationship with God. 
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• Lesson: Worship isn’t about being impressive—it’s about being surrendered. 

• Application: Am I willing to lower my pride for the sake of worship? Do I hesitate to raise my 
hands, sing loudly, or serve in a way that looks “foolish” to others? True worship is about 
humbling myself before the Lord, not seeking approval from people. 

Final Takeaways 

• God’s work must be done God’s way—good intentions aren’t enough. 

• Fear should drive me to seek God’s will, not turn away from Him. 

• True worship is wholehearted and unashamed. 

• People may judge my faith, but my focus is on God’s approval, not theirs. 

• Real worship requires humility—I must put aside my pride to honor God fully. 

David's passion for worship challenges me: Am I giving God my whole heart, or am I holding back out 
of fear or pride? 


