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Respecting the Holiness of God 

In 1st Samuel 6, we read about a remarkable effort by the Philistines to send back the Ark of the 
Covenant to Israel. After suffering from the afflictions that accompanied the Ark’s presence—
plagues of boils and widespread calamity—the Philistine leaders consulted their diviners and seers. 
They decided to return the Ark as an offering to the Israelites. Their plan was detailed: they crafted 
golden images representing the tumors and mice that had tormented them, placed these along with 
the Ark on a new cart, and harnessed two cows to pull it. The test was simple—if the cows went 
straight to the Israelite camp, it would be clear that the journey was guided by the Lord. 

I find this account a powerful reminder of two important truths. First, it shows that God cannot be 
manipulated or treated as a mere good-luck charm. The Philistines hoped that by physically 
transferring the Ark along with these offerings, they could appease the power that had brought them 
such trouble. But God’s hand was not so easily swayed by human rituals or symbols. 

Second, the story underscores the profound holiness of God. When the Ark finally reached 
Bethshemesh, there was great rejoicing among the Israelites. Yet, curiosity got the better of some of 
the people who, against explicit commands, looked inside the Ark. This act of irreverence came with 
a heavy price—seventy men were struck down because they dared to treat the sacred with casual 
curiosity. 

For me, this passage is a wake-up call. It challenges me to examine where I place my trust and how I 
approach God’s presence. It’s all too easy to fall into the trap of relying on rituals, traditions, or even 
physical objects to guarantee security or favor. Yet, like the Philistines’ misguided attempt to turn the 
Ark into an amulet, such shortcuts only lead to disappointment and judgment. 

I’ve learned that true security comes from cultivating an authentic relationship with God—a 
relationship built on reverence, humility, and obedience. Instead of treating God as a tool to 
manipulate outcomes, I’m reminded to honor His holiness and approach Him with the awe He 
deserves. When we treat His presence casually, we risk not only misusing His gifts but also inviting 
consequences we never intended. 

May this account encourage you, as it does me, to reexamine your own heart. Let’s commit to 
seeking God sincerely, respecting His holiness, and rejecting any temptation to simplify or exploit 
the sacred for our personal gain. In doing so, we honor the true power and purity of the living God in 
our lives. 


