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Samuel: The Prophet, The Kingmaker, and the Shift to Monarchy

Samuel stands as a towering figure in biblical history, often regarded as the final Judge of Israel. His
influence in the Old Testament is arguably surpassed only by Moses, as he not only led the nation
but also established the order of the prophets. Samuel served as the bridge between two eras,
placing Israel’s first king on the throne and later anointing the shepherd-boy David as his successor.

The Philistine Threat and the Golden Offering

During this era, the Philistines—a coastal power (modern day Gaza strip)—posed the greatest threat
to Israel’s security. They oppressed the Israelites for forty years, even managing to capture the Ark of
the Covenant during a major military victory.

However, their "prize" quickly became a curse. As the Philistines moved the Ark between their five
primary cities, divine plagues of rodents and "tumors" (traditionally interpreted as hemorrhoids)
broke out. Realizing they couldn't handle the Ark, they decided to return it—but not without a bizarre
peace offering: five golden mice and five golden hemorrhoids. It serves as a reminder that the Bible
contains moments of unexpected, earthy humor for those reading closely.

The Rejection of the True King

As Samuel aged, the people of Israel began clamoring for a human king. While God had promised
Abraham centuries earlier that kings would come from his lineage, the people's motivation was
flawed. They wanted a king to lead them into battle, failing to realize that God had always been their
true Commander.

When Israel was in fellowship with God, they were invincible; when they strayed, they were
defeated. By asking for a king to replace divine leadership, they were essentially firing God as their
General and King. God comforted a dismayed Samuel, saying:

"Hearken unto the voice of the people... for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me,
that | should not reign over them.” (1 Samuel 8:7)

Saul’s Rise and David’s Debut

Israel's first king, Saul, was a Benjamite who initially showed great promise. He was physically
imposing, modest, and generous. However, the pressure of leadership revealed deep character
flaws: impatience, willful disobedience, and a habit of making excuses.

Saul’s greatest failure was his inability to permanently subdue the Philistines. This set the stage for
one of history's most famous encounters: David and Goliath.

¢ The Giant: Goliath was a nine-foot-tall career soldier who paralyzed the Israelite army with
fear.

e The Shepherd: David, still a youth, refused the heavy armor of a king and approached the
giant with nothing but a sling and five stones.
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e The Victory: David struck Goliath between the eyes with his first shot, then used the giant’s
own sword to behead him.

The Fall of Saul

Despite David’s military success and his deep friendship with Saul’s son, Jonathan, Saul’s reign
began to crumble. His downfall was sealed by "irreverent presumption.”

In a pivotal moment of disobedience, Saul was commanded to wipe out the Amalekites. Instead, he
spared their king, Agag, and kept the best livestock. (Interestingly, Agag’s lineage would later
produce Haman, the villain of the Book of Esther). When Samuel confronted Saul’s deceit, the
prophet famously executed Agag himself, marking the beginning of the end for Saul’s dynasty.
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