07-Bible Reading Study Notes
Judges Chapter 8

Trusting God and Leading with Humility

In Judges 8, we see how Gideon’s leadership and humility continue to shape Israel’s history. After his
victory over the Midianites, Gideon faces opposition, makes difficult choices, and ultimately
declines a kingship. His story teaches us about humility, trust in God, and the dangers of misplaced
worship.

Handling Criticism with Wisdom

The Ephraimites were known for being troublemakers. After Gideon secured victory, they
complained that he hadn’t called them to fight from the beginning (Judges 8:1). Instead of arguing,
Gideon responded with wisdom and humility, reminding them that they had captured the Midianite
princes and played an important role in the victory (Judges 8:2-3). This response diffused their anger
and avoided unnecessary conflict.

Application: When we face criticism, do we respond with defensiveness or wisdom? Gideon teaches
us that sometimes a humble and diplomatic response is better than engaging in a heated argument.

Persevering in God’s Mission

Gideon and his 300 men, though exhausted, continued pursuing the remaining Midianite forces
(Judges 8:4). They sought help from the towns of Succoth and Penuel, but both refused, fearing
retaliation from the Midianites (Judges 8:5-9). Despite this, Gideon pressed on, trusting God. When
he returned victorious, he disciplined the leaders of those cities for their lack of faith and support
(Judges 8:13-17).

Application: Are we willing to push forward in faith, even when others don’t support us? Sometimes,
following God’s call means continuing the mission despite obstacles or discouragement from
others.

Giving God the Glory, Not Seeking Personal Gain

After defeating the Midianites completely, Israel wanted Gideon to become their king (Judges 8:22).
But Gideon refused, declaring that the Lord should rule over them instead (Judges 8:23). However,
he made a misstep—he asked for gold from the spoils of war and used it to create an ephod, which
eventually became an idol (Judges 8:27).

Application: While Gideon’s humility in refusing kingship is commendable, his mistake with the
ephod serves as a warning. Are there things in our lives that we unintentionally allow to become
idols? Even good things can distract us from fully worshiping God.

The Danger of Forgetting God

After Gideon’s death, Israel quickly turned away from God and worshiped Baal again (Judges 8:33-
35). Despite God’s faithfulness in delivering them, they failed to remain loyal to Him. They also
showed no gratitude or kindness toward Gideon’s family.
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Application: How often do we forget what God has done for us? It’s important to cultivate a heart of
gratitude and faithfulness, remembering His blessings and remaining steadfast in our devotion.

Conclusion: Living a Life That Honors God

Gideon’s story is one of great faith, humility, and perseverance, but also a cautionary tale about the
dangers of misplaced priorities. His leadership led Israel to victory, but his later actions
unintentionally led them into idolatry. His legacy reminds us to stay faithful, trust God, and lead with
humility.

Are we putting God first in our lives? Are we handling criticism with wisdom and responding to
challenges with perseverance? Let’s strive to trust God completely and give Him all the glory.
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