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The book of Judges begins at a critical turning point for Israel. Moses had led them out of Egypt, and 
under Joshua's leadership, they had taken possession of the land God had promised to Abraham. 
But after Joshua's death, Israel faced a new challenge: learning to walk in obedience without a 
singular, strong leader directing their every move. 

This chapter is a reminder that God calls His people to obedience, even when the path ahead seems 
uncertain. The Israelites sought God's guidance, asking, “Who shall go up for us against the 
Canaanites first?” (Judges 1:1). This is a great example of what we should do when facing spiritual 
battles—seek the Lord first. God directed them to send the tribe of Judah, and initially, they obeyed. 
However, as the chapter unfolds, we see a repeated failure: they did not completely drive out their 
enemies as God had commanded. 

The Danger of Partial Obedience 

God had clearly instructed Israel to drive out the inhabitants of the land completely (Deuteronomy 
7:1-2). But instead of fully obeying, they compromised. Some tribes, like Judah and Simeon, initially 
conquered their assigned territories. However, as the passage continues, it becomes clear that 
many other tribes allowed the Canaanites to remain. They chose to coexist rather than complete the 
task God had given them. 

This is where we find a direct parallel to our spiritual lives. How often do we obey God partially but 
hold back in certain areas? Maybe we surrender some habits or sins, but keep others hidden. Maybe 
we trust God in one area of our lives, like finances, but struggle to trust Him with relationships or the 
future. The problem with partial obedience is that it always leads to future struggles. 

The Cost of Compromise 

Israel thought they could make peace with the Canaanites, even putting them to work as servants. 
But that decision would come back to haunt them. Instead of being a blessing, the Canaanites 
would become a stumbling block, leading Israel into idolatry and rebellion against God. 

The same is true for us. If we allow sin to remain in our lives—justifying it, making excuses, or 
thinking we can control it—it will eventually control us. That habit we refuse to surrender, that toxic 
relationship we won’t let go of, that area of pride we refuse to humble—all of it has long-term 
consequences. 

Jesus made it clear in Matthew 5:29-30 that sin is not something to be tolerated—it must be cut off. 
Not because God is harsh, but because sin is destructive. What seems like a small compromise 
today can grow into a stronghold tomorrow. 

A Call to Complete Surrender 

This chapter reminds us that following God requires full obedience, not just when it’s convenient or 
when it makes sense to us. God’s commands are not arbitrary—He gives them for our protection 
and blessing. If Israel had fully trusted God and removed the Canaanites, they would have avoided 
the cycle of sin and oppression that we see throughout the book of Judges. 
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The same is true for us. God calls us to trust Him fully, to surrender completely, and to walk in 
obedience, even when we don’t understand why. If we hold back, we set ourselves up for 
unnecessary struggles. But when we fully obey, we experience the peace and victory that comes 
with walking in God’s will. 

Reflection Questions 

• Are there areas in my life where I have been partially obedient instead of fully surrendering to 
God? 

• What “Canaanites” have I allowed to remain—sins, habits, or compromises that could 
become a stumbling block in my walk with God? 

• How can I seek God first in my battles, just as Judah sought the Lord at the beginning of this 
chapter? 

May we learn from Israel’s mistakes and choose to fully obey God, trusting that His ways are always 
best. 


