06-Bible Reading Study Notes
Joshua Chapter 24

A Call to Commitment: Choosing to Serve the Lord

As Joshua 24 unfolds, we find Joshua’s final charge to the people of Israel. He had led faithfully,
fought courageously, and witnessed God’s power firsthand. Now, in his old age, Joshua stands
before the leaders of Israel at Shechem, a place rich with history, and calls them to make a decision:

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve... But as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)

This was a defining moment for Israel. Would they stay faithful to the God who had delivered them,
or would they slowly drift into compromise and idolatry?

Joshua’s words echo across generations, challenging us today.

God'’s Faithfulness to You

Before calling the people to commit, Joshua reminded them of God’s faithfulness.
e Herecalled how God chose Abraham, bringing him out of idolatry.

e Hereminded them of how God delivered them from Egypt and protected them through the
wilderness.

e He highlighted how God defeated their enemies and gave them a land they did not work for.

“I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you dwell
in them.” (Joshua 24:13)

Personal Application:
e Take a moment to remember all that God has done for you.
e Haveyou been delivered from something?
e Has He provided for you when you didn’t see a way?
e How has He fought battles for you?
Before we can fully commit our lives to the Lord, we must first recognize His faithfulness.
Choose Today Whom You Will Serve
After recounting God’s goodness, Joshua gave them a choice:

“If it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”
(Joshua 24:15)

Joshua knew that indecision is a decision. You can’t be neutral when it comes to following God.
Personal Application:
e Every day, we face small choices that determine whom we truly serve.
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e Are we living for God’s kingdom or our own comfort?

e Do we seek His approval or the world’s approval?

e Are we serving the true and living God or the false gods of success, money, pleasure, or self?
You don’t drift into faithfulness—it’s a choice you must make daily.
As for Me and My House, We Will Serve the Lord
Joshua made his decision clear:
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)
Joshua wasn’t just making a personal commitment—he was leading his household in faith.
Personal Application:

o Areyou leading your family to follow Christ?

e |syour home a place where God is honored, His Word is read, and His presence is
welcomed?

e Do your children, spouse, or loved ones see your commitment to God through your actions?
Faithfulness to God isn’t just personal—it impacts the next generation.
A Cautious Warning: Be Serious About Your Commitment

The people quickly responded, “We also will serve the Lord!” But Joshua didn’t let them answer
lightly.

“You cannot serve the Lord, for He is a holy God... If you forsake Him, He will turn and do you harm.”
(Joshua 24:19-20)

Joshua knew that words are easy—but true commitment requires action.

Personal Application:
e Isyourfaithreal, oris it just words?
e Do you follow God only when it’'s convenient, or are you committed even when it’s difficult?
e Arethereidolsinyour life—things that compete for your love and loyalty to God?

If we truly choose to follow God, we must be willing to remove anything that takes His place.

A Stone of Witness: Leaving a Legacy of Faith

To seal their commitment, Joshua set up a large stone as a reminder of their decision.

“This stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which He spoke to us.”
(Joshua 24:27)
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This wasn’t just for them—it was for future generations. Sadly, as we’ll see in the book of Judges,
Israel eventually forgot their commitment.

Personal Application:
e What are you leaving behind as a witness of your faith?
e Willyour children and others see your life and know that you served God wholeheartedly?

¢ Do you have spiritual markers—memories, testimonies, or habits that remind you of God’s
faithfulness?

Faith isn’t just about you—it’s about those who come after you.
Final Reflection: Will You Remain Faithful?

Joshua 24 ends with the death of Joshua and the burial of Joseph’s bones—a symbol of fulfilled
promises. God had done everything He said He would. The question was: Would the people remain
faithful?

Personal Application:
e God has been faithful to you—will you remain faithful to Him?
e Choose today whom you will serve. Don’t wait for a more “convenient” time.

e | eadyour home in faith—don’t just make a personal commitment, but one that influences
others.

e Remove anything that competes with God’s place in your heart.
e leave behind a legacy of faith—so future generations know that you lived for the Lord.

“Lord, You have been faithful in every way. Help me to serve You wholeheartedly, to choose You daily,
and to lead my home in faith. Keep me from compromise and remind me that my life is a witness to
those around me. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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