06-Bible Reading Study Notes
Joshua Chapter 23

Remaining Faithful to the God Who Never Fails

Joshua 23 records Joshua’s farewell address to the leaders of Israel. He was old and nearing the end
of his life, and he gathered the people to remind them of God’s faithfulness and to challenge them to
stay faithful in return.

He began by declaring:

“l am old, advanced in age. You have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all these nations
because of you, for the Lord your God is He who has fought for you.” (Joshua 23:2-3)

Joshua had lived through God’s faithfulness—from Egypt, through the wilderness, into the Promised
Land. Now, as his time was ending, his greatest concern wasn’t his own legacy—it was whether the
people would remain faithful to the God who had never failed them.

God Has Given You More Than You Realize
Joshua reminded the people that God had fulfilled every promise:

“Not one word of all the good things which the Lord your God spoke concerning you has failed. All
have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed.” (Joshua 23:14)

This is a powerful reminder for us today!
e God is faithful. If He has said it, He will do it.

e He has already given you more than you may realize. Just as Israel was standing in the land
God had promised, we, too, often fail to see how many prayers He has already answered.

e Have you taken time to recognize God’s faithfulness in your life?
When we stop to reflect, we see that God has already been at work in ways we didn’t even notice.
The Danger of Complacency

Even though Israel had received so much, Joshua knew there was still danger ahead. His warning
was clear:

“Be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law... lest you go among

these nations, these who remain among you. You shall not make mention of the name of their gods,
nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow down to them.” (Joshua 23:6-
7)

The greatest threat to Israel wasn’t external enemies—it was their own complacency. If they stopped
walking closely with God, they would gradually be drawn away by the influences around them.

Personal Application:

e Arethere areas in your life where you have grown spiritually complacent?
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e Areyou allowing compromises—small things that don’t seem dangerous now, but could
pull you away from God over time?

e Areyou actively walking with God, or just assuming you’ll stay close to Him without
intentional effort?

Spiritual drift never happens overnight. It begins with small compromises—letting little things slide,
neglecting time with God, being influenced by ungodly voices. Joshua’s warning is still relevant
today!

Hold Fast to the Lord
Joshua challenged the people with a call to action:
“Hold fast to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day.” (Joshua 23:8)

The phrase “hold fast” means to cling tightly, to refuse to let go. It’s the same word used to describe
a husband and wife’s commitment to each other. Joshua was urging the people to stay fully devoted
to God—not just in words, but in action.

Personal Application:
e Areyou clinging tightly to God, or is your grip loosening?
¢ Whatdistractions or temptations threaten to pull you away from full devotion to Him?
e How canyou intentionally strengthen your relationship with God today?

Holding fast to the Lord requires daily, intentional choices. It means choosing His Word over worldly
voices, choosing prayer over self-reliance, and choosing obedience over convenience.

Choices Have Consequences

Joshua made it clear: God had blessed them because of their obedience. But if they turned away,
there would be consequences.

“Know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. But
they shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you
perish from this good land.” (Joshua 23:13)

God’s promises include both blessing for obedience and discipline for disobedience. If Israel turned
from Him, the very things they had tolerated (foreign gods, enemy nations) would become their
downfall.

Personal Application:

e Arethere sins or compromises you are tolerating that could become “snares” in your life
later?

¢ Areyou taking God’s Word seriously, or only obeying when it’s convenient?
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¢ Do you truly believe that your choices today will shape your future?

God’s love never changes, but He disciplines His children when they stray. His discipline isn’t meant
to punish—it’s meant to correct and restore.

Final Challenge: Stay Faithful to the God Who Never Fails
Joshua ended with a final plea:
“Take good heed to yourselves, that you love the Lord your God.” (Joshua 23:11)
Love for God isn’t just an emotion—it’s a commitment. Staying faithful requires:
e Obedience—Doing what God says, even when it’s hard.
e Separation—Not allowing ungodly influences to pull you away.
e Endurance—Remaining faithful, even when times are difficult.

Joshua had fought many battles, led through many challenges, and seen God’s power firsthand.
Now, at the end of his life, his message was simple:

God has been faithful to you—will you be faithful to Him?
Final Reflection

Joshua’s words remain just as relevant today. God has done incredible things in your life—He has
provided, protected, and led you. But the question is:

Will you remain faithful to Him, or will you drift away?

Let’s commit ourselves to hold fast to the Lord, refusing to let compromises, distractions, or
complacency pull us away.

“Lord, You have been faithful in every way. Help me to stay close to You, to hold tightly to Your Word,
and to love You with all my heart. Keep me from spiritual drift, and give me the strength to follow You
faithfully all my days. In Jesus’name, Amen.”
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