06-Bible Reading Study Notes
Joshua Chapter 17

Claiming the Fullness of God’s Promises

As we dive into Joshua 17, we see the land continuing to be divided among the tribes of Israel. In this
chapter, we focus on the tribe of Manasseh. One-half of this tribe had already received their
inheritance on the east side of the Jordan, while the other half was settling in the Promised Land on
the western side.

Yet, as we reach verse 12, we find a common theme running throughout the book of Joshua—the
Israelites’ failure to fully drive out their enemies.

"Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities; but the Canaanites
would dwell in the land. Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were stronger, that they put
the Canaanites to tribute; but they did not utterly drive them out.” (Joshua 17:12-13)

This was a tragic failure. God had given them the land, but they didn't take full possession of it.
Instead of completely driving out the enemy, they allowed them to remain. Initially, this seemed like
an easier solution—rather than engaging in the hard battle of total conquest, they subjected the
Canaanites to forced labor. But this compromise would later come back to trouble them, as these
same enemies would influence Israel into idolatry and rebellion against God.

Spiritual Application: No Room for Compromise

The journey of Israel from Egypt into the Promised Land serves as a powerful spiritual parallel for our
own lives. Just as God called them out of slavery and into victory, He calls us out of the bondage of
sin and into a life of victory in Christ. But like Israel, we often struggle to fully conquer the areas of
our lives where the enemy has had a foothold.

Maybe for you, it’s a struggle with anger, pride, bitterness, or fear. Perhaps there’s a past addiction, a
habit, or a sinful pattern that you’ve allowed to linger. Like the Israelites, it’s easy to make
compromises—rather than rooting it out completely, we tolerate it, managing it rather than defeating
it. But what we allow to remain in our lives can eventually rise up to defeat us.

God doesn’t call us to partial victory. He calls us to full victory in Christ. The strongholds in our
lives—whether they be habits, attitudes, or sins—must be surrendered to Him completely. If we fail
to do this, those very areas can become stumbling blocks that hinder our spiritual growth.

An Open Heart to God’s Will

Later in the chapter, the tribe of Joseph (which includes both Ephraim and Manasseh) comes to
Joshua, complaining that they need more land:

"Why have you given us but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing that we are a great people,
forasmuch as the Lord has blessed us?" (Joshua 17:14)

Joshua’s response is striking. Instead of simply giving them more land, he challenges them to take
responsibility for fully claiming what God had already provided. He tells them to go up into the
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forest, clear the land, and drive out the Canaanites who remain. In other words, instead of looking
for an easy way out, they needed to put in the effort to possess the fullness of God’s blessing.

The same applies to us. Many times, we pray for more of God’s blessings, but we fail to fully steward
what He has already given us. We may ask for more opportunities, more strength, or more spiritual
growth, but God may be saying, “Step into what I’ve already given you. Clear out the obstacles. Fight
for the victory.”

No Settling for Less

One of the greatest dangers in the Christian life is settling for less than what God has for us. Why
should we allow areas of our lives to remain unyielded to God? Why should we tolerate weaknesses
in our character instead of allowing God to transform us? Why should we be content with a shallow
spiritual life when God calls us to go deeper?

God has given us promises of victory, power, and transformation through the Holy Spirit. But we
must take action—we must step into His promises, surrender every stronghold, and refuse to make
peace with anything that is not aligned with His will.

Like Israel, we can either claim the fullness of God’s promises or settle for less. The choice is ours.

Let’s determine in our hearts today that we will press into all that God has for us. Let’s not leave any
area unconquered or any enemy undefeated. May we walk boldly in the victory that Jesus Christ has
already won for us, refusing to compromise and claiming every inch of the spiritual territory God has
promised.

“God, whatever You have in mind for me, | want it. | don’t want to come up short. | don’t want to
settle for less than Your best. Help me to walk in full victory and claim everything You have for me.”
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