05-Bible Reading Study Notes
Deuteronomy Chapter 34

Finishing Well: Trusting God's Plan and Leaving a Legacy

Deuteronomy 34 brings us to the final moments of Moses’ life, where he stands on Mount Nebo,
looking over the Promised Land that he longed to enter but could not. His journey had been long, his
leadership had been tested, and his faithfulness had been evident. Yet, his story ends not with regret
but with the assurance that God’s purposes were fulfilled in his life. This chapter challenges us to
trust God’s timing, live faithfully, and leave behind a legacy of faith for others to follow.

God’s Faithfulness Even When Our Journey Looks Different Than We Expected

"Then the Lord said to him, ‘This is the land | promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob... | have
let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it’” (Deuteronomy 34:4).

Moses led the Israelites for forty years, but because of one moment of disobedience (Numbers
20:12), he was not permitted to enter the land. Yet, God still honored him by showing him the land
from afar before taking him home.

Personal Application:

e Arethere areas in my life where things haven’t turned out the way | expected, but | can still
see God'’s faithfulness?

e Do ltrustthat God’s plan is always best, even if | don’t fully understand it?
e Am | holding on to disappointments, or am | surrendering them to God’s greater purpose?

God’s promises never fail, even when our journey looks different than we imagined. Moses didn’t
enter the land physically, but he entered into God’s eternal presence, which was far better.

Reflection Question:
Am I willing to trust God's plan, even when it doesn’t match my expectations?

Finishing Strong—The Strength God Gives

"Moses was 120 years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone"
(Deuteronomy 34:7).

Moses remained strong until his final breath because God had sustained him every step of the way.
His strength was not merely physical but spiritual—he remained faithful to God until the end.

Personal Application:
¢ Am Ifocusing on growing spiritually strong as | walk with God daily?
e Amlusing the time and strength | have to serve God and fulfill His calling?

e How do | want to finish my journey—with regret, or with faithfulness like Moses?
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2 Timothy 4:7 reminds us:
"I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith."

Reflection Question:
Am | living today in a way that ensures | will finish my journey strong in faith?

God Holds Our Future—Even Our Final Moments

"And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in Moab, as the Lord had said. He buried him... but to
this day no one knows where his grave is" (Deuteronomy 34:5-6).

Moses’ final resting place was chosen by God Himself. He was not buried by people, but by God’s
own hands. This reminds us that our future is fully in God’s hands—He alone determines our path,
our legacy, and our final destination.

Personal Application:

e Dol fearthe future, or do | trust that God holds my life in His hands?

¢ Amlliving as a “servant of the Lord” like Moses, faithfully fulfilling my calling?

e |f today were my last day, would | be ready to meet God, knowing | lived for Him?
Psalm 139:16 reminds us:
"All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came to be."

Reflection Question:
Do I trust that God is in control of both my life and my future?

Passing the Torch—Leaving a Legacy of Faith

"Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on
him" (Deuteronomy 34:9).

Moses' legacy didn’t end with his death. He had poured into Joshua, preparing him to carry on the
work. Moses had trained him, encouraged him, and passed on his faith. The best legacy we leave is
not in what we achieve, but in who we invest in.

Personal Application:
¢ Who am | pouring into and encouraging in their faith?
e Amldiscipling others, preparing the next generation to carry on the work of God?

e Do lrecognize that my influence will outlast me, so | must be intentional in how | live today?

Copyright © 2025-2026 Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

2



05-Bible Reading Study Notes
Deuteronomy Chapter 34

Proverbs 13:22 says:
"A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children.”

Reflection Question:
Am | living in such a way that my faith will be remembered by those who come after me?
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Final Takeaways: Living a Life That Honors God
1. Trust God’s Plan Even When It’s Different Than Yours.
o Moses didn’t enter the Promised Land, but he entered God’s eternal rest.
2. Finish Strong.
o Moses was faithful to the end, and God sustained him with strength.
3. Your Future isin God’s Hands.
o God buried Moses Himself, showing that He alone determines our final steps.
4. Investinthe Next Generation.
o Moses passed his faith on to Joshua. Who are you discipling?
Reflection Questions for Daily Application:
e Am Itrusting God with my life, even when things don’t go as | planned?
e Am living with faithfulness so that | will finish strong?
e Dolrestinthe fact that God holds my future?
e Amlinvestingin others and leaving a legacy of faith?

May we live with faithfulness, purpose, and trust in God, knowing that our legacy will continue long
after we are gone.
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