05-Bible Reading Study Notes
Deuteronomy Chapter 31

Walking in Faith, Courage, and Obedience

Deuteronomy 31 is a powerful chapter of transition, encouragement, and warning. Moses, now 120
years old, prepares to pass the leadership to Joshua. He reminds Israel that God Himself goes
before them and calls them to faith, obedience, and courage. Even though God reveals that Israel
will eventually turn away, He still provides them with a song of remembrance—a testimony that will
call them back to Him.

For us today, this chapter reminds us that God is always leading us, we must trust Him in times of
transition, and we are responsible for passing on His truth to future generations.

God Goes Before Us—No Need to Fear

"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes
with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you" (Deuteronomy 31:6).

As Israel stands on the edge of the Promised Land, fear could easily overwhelm them. They had
seen battles before, and they knew the challenges ahead. But God’s presence was their assurance
of victory.

Personal Application:
e Amlfacing an uncertain transition or a challenge that seems too big?
e Dol believe that God is going before me, making a way, even when | can’t see it?
o Aml allowing fear to keep me from stepping into what God has for me?

Just as Joshua was stepping into new and unfamiliar leadership, we all have times when we are
called into something new, something bigger than us. Instead of letting fear take over, we must trust
that God has already gone before us.

Reflection Question:
Am | living in fear of the unknown, or am | trusting God’s presence to guide me?

Passing the Torch: Encouraging Others in Their Calling

"Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, ‘Be strong and
courageous, for you must go with this people into the land... The Lord Himself goes before you and
will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you’ (Deuteronomy 31:7-8).

Moses had been Israel’s leader for 40 years, and now Joshua was stepping into that role. It was a big
task, but Moses didn’t just walk away—he encouraged Joshua and reminded him that God was with
him.

Personal Application:

o Who in my life needs encouragement as they step into something new?
e Dol take time to build up others, reminding them of God’s promises?
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e Amlleaving behind a legacy of faith that will help others trustin God?

We all have a responsibility to mentor, encourage, and support those who will come after us—
whether it’s children, younger believers, or those stepping into leadership.

Reflection Question:
Am | intentional about passing down faith and encouragement to others?

Remembering God’s Word in Every Season

"At the end of every seven years... read this law before all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the
people—men, women, and children—so they can listen and learn to fear the Lord your God"
(Deuteronomy 31:10-12).

Moses commanded that every seven years, God’s law was to be read publicly so the people
wouldn’t forget it. Why? Because it’s easy to forget what God has said when life gets busy.

Personal Application:
e Dol make time to consistently read and remember God’s Word?
e Aml allowing God’s truth to shape my daily life?
e Am helping others—especially my family—stay connected to God’s Word?

We don’t have to wait every seven years! We need to be consistently reading, hearing, and applying
God’s Word so we don’t drift away.

Reflection Question:
How can | be more intentional about immersing myself in God’s Word?

The Danger of Forgetting God

"The Lord said to Moses: ‘These people will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the
land they are entering. They will forsake me and break the covenant | made with them’”
(Deuteronomy 31:16).

Even though Israel was about to enter the Promised Land, God already knew they would turn away
from Him. The greatest danger wasn’t their enemies—it was forgetting God and following the world.

Personal Application:
o Arethere areas in my life where | am being drawn away from God?
e Do lrecognize the subtle ways the world tries to replace my devotion to God?
¢ Am I making choices that strengthen my faith or weaken it?

God warned Israel because He knew that disobedience would lead to disaster. The same is true for
us—when we forget God, we drift into compromise, and compromise leads to spiritual destruction.
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Reflection Question:
Are there areas where | need to refocus on God before | drift too far?

God’s Word Will Always Testify Against Us

"Now write down this song and teach it to the Israelites and have them sing it, so that it may be a
witness for me against them" (Deuteronomy 31:19).

God had Moses write a song for the people so that even if they forgot everything else, they would
remember the truth when they sang it.

Personal Application:

e Am |l surrounding myself with reminders of God’s truth—through music, Scripture, and
fellowship?

e Dol letworship and God’s Word sink deep into my heart so | won’t forget?
e Am | aware that my actions and choices today will testify about my faith tomorrow?

Reflection Question:
What truth of God do | need to write on my heart so | won’t forget?

Final Takeaways: Living in Courage, Faith, and Obedience

1. Trustthat God goes before you — You don’t have to fear the unknown when you know that
God is leading you.

2. Encourage others in their journey — We all have a responsibility to support and strengthen
those who come after us.

3. Stayrooted in God’s Word — Make time to read, hear, and apply His truth so you won’t drift.

4. Be aware of spiritual compromise — Turning away from God doesn’t happen overnight; it
starts with small compromises.

5. Let God’s truth shape your life — What you believe and act on today will determine your
spiritual condition tomorrow.

Reflection Questions:

e Amllivinginfear, or am | trusting God’s presence to guide me?

e  Who in my life can | encourage and build up in faith?

e Aml consistentinreading and applying God’s Word?

e Arethere areas where | need to return to God before | drift further?
e How can |l ensure that God’s truth is written on my heart daily?

May we walk forward with courage, knowing that God goes before us, and may we leave a legacy of
faith that strengthens others!
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