05-Bible Reading Study Notes
Deuteronomy Chapter 26

Living a Life of Worship, Gratitude, and Obedience

Deuteronomy 26 reminds us that God calls His people to live in grateful obedience, recognizing His
faithfulness and provision. As Moses prepared Israel to enter the Promised Land, he urged them to
honor God, bring their firstfruits, and remember His blessings. These principles still apply today—we
are called to worship with gratitude, trust in His provision, and walk in joyful obedience.

Acknowledging God as the Provider of All Things

"When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and take possession of it
and settle in it, take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce and present them to the Lord"
(Deuteronomy 26:1-2).

Israel was commanded to bring their firstfruits to God as a declaration that everything they had
came from Him. It was an act of worship, trust, and gratitude.

Personal Application:

e Do lrecognize that everything | have—my job, finances, health, and opportunities—
comes from God?

e Dol offer God the first and best of my time, resources, and talents, or does He get
what’s left over?

e Do lview giving as an act of worship and trust, or do | give reluctantly?

Proverbs 3:9 reminds us:
"Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”

Giving our best to God demonstrates that we trust Him as our provider. When we recognize His
faithfulness, we can give joyfully, knowing that He will take care of all our needs.

Reflection Question:
Am | honoring God with my resources and trusting Him as my provider?

Remembering and Declaring God’s Faithfulness

"Then you shall declare before the Lord your God: ‘My father was a wandering Aramean... but the
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm... He gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey’" (Deuteronomy 26:5-9).

Moses commanded Israel to remember how God had led them, rescued them, and blessed them.
They were to declare His faithfulness, not only to themselves but to future generations.

Personal Application:

e Dol take time to reflect on how God has led me, provided for me, and protected me?
e Am I quick to share my testimony and encourage others with how God has worked in
my life?
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e Do ltrust God in my current challenges, or do | easily forget what He has done in the
past?

Psalm 103:2 says:
"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits."

Reflection Question:
Am I regularly remembering and thanking God for His faithfulness in my life?

Rejoicing in God’s Goodness

"Then you shall rejoice in all the good things the Lord your God has given to you and your household”
(Deuteronomy 26:11).

God commanded His people to celebrate and rejoice in His blessings. Their worship wasn’t meant
to be dry or routine—it was filled with joy and gratitude.

Personal Application:

e Dol express joyin my relationship with God, or do | focus more on what | lack?
e Dol reflect an attitude of gratitude, or do | complain about what | don’t have?
e Dol celebrate and worship God joyfully, or do | take His blessings for granted?

Joy is an act of faith. It declares that we trust in God’s goodness, regardless of our circumstances.
Philippians 4:4 says:
"Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice!”

Reflection Question:
Is my life marked by joy and gratitude, or do | focus on my struggles more than God’s goodness?

Walking in Obedience and Commitment

"You have declared this day that the Lord is your God and that you will walk in obedience to him"
(Deuteronomy 26:17).

God’s blessings were tied to obedience. Israel had to commit to following God’s ways, not just for a
season, but for life.

Personal Application:

o  Am | fully committed to walking in God’s ways, or do | only obey when it’'s convenient?

e Dol trust that God’s commands are for my good, even when they don’t make sense to
me?

e Am I honoring God in my daily actions, decisions, and priorities?

Jesus said in John 14:15:

"If you love me, keep my commands."
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Obedience isn’t just about following rules—it’s about loving and trusting God enough to submit to
His ways.

Reflection Question:
Am | walking in full obedience to God’s Word in every area of my life?

Final Takeaways: Living a Life of Worship, Gratitude, and Obedience

1.

Acknowledge God as the source of your blessings. Give Him your “firstfruits” and recognize
that everything you have comes from Him.

Remember and declare God’s faithfulness. Take time to reflect on how He has led you and
share your testimony with others.

Rejoice in God’s goodness. Live with joy, gratitude, and celebration for all that He has given
you.

Walk in obedience. Honor God with your actions, trusting that His ways lead to life and
blessing.

Reflection Questions for Daily Application:

Do I recognize and thank God for the blessings in my life?

Am | giving God my best, or just what’s left over?

Do | take time to remember and share what God has done for me?
Is my life marked by joy and gratitude, or do | focus on what | lack?

Am | walking in obedience to God’s commands, trusting His ways over my own?

May we live as grateful, obedient, and joyful followers of Christ—reflecting His goodness in
everything we do!
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