05-Bible Reading Study Notes
Deuteronomy Chapter 20

Faith Over Fear, Spiritual Readiness, and Trusting God in Battle

Deuteronomy 20 is filled with timeless principles about faith, courage, and obedience. Though it
specifically addressed warfare in ancient Israel, its lessons apply to the spiritual battles we face
today. Whether we’re dealing with fear, distractions, or the temptation to compromise, this chapter
teaches us to trust God completely, remain spiritually ready, and remove anything that could
corrupt our faith.

Facing Battles with Confidence in God

"When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army greater than
yours, do not be afraid of them, because the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, will be
with you" (Deuteronomy 20:1).

Israel was not a nation of warriors—they were former slaves. They had no warhorses or chariots, yet
God told them not to fear when they faced stronger armies. Why? Because the battle belonged to
Him.

This is a lesson for us today. We all face spiritual battles—challenges that seem overwhelming,
situations where we feel outnumbered or inadequate. But just as God was with Israel, He is with us.

¢ What are the “horses and chariots” in my life? (Financial struggles, fear of failure,
opposition at work or in relationships?)

e Do lrespond to challenges with faith or with fear?

David understood this truth when he declared, “Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, | will fear no evil, for You are with me” (Psalm 23:4).

Instead of focusing on the size of our problems, we must focus on the power of our God.
“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).
Spiritual Readiness: Who Is Fit for Battle?
Before going into battle, officers were instructed to send home certain men:
1. Those who had built a new house but not yet lived in it (Deuteronomy 20:5).
2. Those who had planted a vineyard but had not yet enjoyed its fruit (Deuteronomy 20:6).
3. Those engaged to be married (Deuteronomy 20:7).
4. Those who were afraid (Deuteronomy 20:8).

Why? Because distractions and fear weaken an army. Fear spreads quickly. If soldiers entered
battle afraid, they could cause panic among others.

This applies to spiritual warfare today.
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o Arethere distractions keeping me from being fully engaged in my faith?
e Am afraid to take bold steps for God because of what others might think?
e Ismy heartdivided, making me ineffective in my walk with Christ?

Jesus taught something similar: “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service
in the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).

God is looking for faithful, focused believers—those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.
Am | spiritually ready for the battles | face, or do | allow distractions and fear to hold me back?
Seeking Peace, But Standing Firm Against Evil

Before attacking a city, Israel was to offer peace first (Deuteronomy 20:10). If the city refused, then
war was necessary. However, for certain wicked nations (like the Canaanites), there were no peace
treaties allowed—they were to be completely destroyed (Deuteronomy 20:16-18).

This might seem harsh, but God’s concern was the spiritual purity of His people. These nations
were deeply involved in idolatry, sexual perversion, and child sacrifice. If Israel allowed them to
remain, their influence would eventually corrupt God’s people—which is exactly what happened
later in history when Israel disobeyed this command.

For us today, this teaches two key lessons:

1. As believers, we should always seek peace first—in relationships, at work, and in difficult
situations. We are called to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9).

2. However, we cannot compromise with sin. Just as Israel had to remove corrupting
influences, we must eliminate anything that draws us away from God.

o Are there influences in my life that pull me away from God?
e Am I making compromises in my faith that could lead to spiritual decline?

Paul reminds us: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind” (Romans 12:2).

We must be in the world but not of the world—seeking peace where possible but standing firm
where compromise is not an option.

The Principle of Preservation

God commanded Israel not to destroy fruit-bearing trees during war (Deuteronomy 20:19-20). They
could cut down other trees for building materials, but they were to preserve what was good and
fruitful.

This teaches an important principle: Don’t destroy what is good in the process of dealing with
what is bad.
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Sometimes, in our zeal to remove sin or deal with difficult people, we can become harsh and do
more damage than good.

o Am I careful with my words and actions, making sure I’m not “cutting down” people
who are bearing good fruit?

e Dol have atendency to be too harsh in dealing with sin, rather than showing grace
and patience?

o Am I preserving what is spiritually fruitful in my life, or am | allowing it to be
destroyed by distractions?

Paul reminds us: “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt” (Colossians

4:6).

We need wisdom to know what to remove from our lives and what to protect.

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach,
and it will be given to him. (James 1:5)

Final Takeaways: Preparing for Spiritual Victory

1.

Trust God in battle. No matter what challenge we face, God is with us. We do not need to
fear.

Be spiritually ready. Remove distractions and fear so we can be fully committed to God.

Seek peace, but don’t compromise with sin. Be a peacemaker, but stand firm in
righteousness.

Preserve what is good. Be careful not to destroy what is fruitful while dealing with whatis
harmful.

Reflection Questions:

What battles am | facing right now where | need to trust God rather than fear?
Are there distractions or fears keeping me from fully following Christ?
Am | making compromises in my faith that could lead to spiritual decline?

How can | be both bold in truth and gracious in speech?

May the Lord give us courage in battle, discernment in decisions, and unwavering faith in His
promises. No matter what we face, He goes before us, fights for us, and calls us to trust Him
completely.

God bless you as you walk in faith and victory!
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