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Serving God with Integrity, Discernment, and Wholehearted Devotion 

Deuteronomy 18 contains vital lessons for us today. It speaks about the Levitical priests, avoiding 
false spirituality, God’s promise of a true Prophet (Jesus Christ), and how to recognize false 
prophets. These principles guide us in how we serve God, discern truth, and follow His voice in a 
world full of deception. 

Giving to God with a Grateful and Trusting Heart 

The Levites were not given land like the other tribes because God was their inheritance 
(Deuteronomy 18:1-2). Instead, they were provided for through the sacrifices and offerings of the 
people. This teaches an important principle: God’s servants should be supported, and God’s 
people should give with a willing heart. 

God required the first and best of the crops, wine, oil, and fleece to be given to the priests 
(Deuteronomy 18:4-5). This principle applies to us today—God deserves our first and best, not our 
leftovers. 

• Do I give God my first and best—whether it’s my time, energy, or finances—or do I only give 
when it’s convenient? 

• Am I supporting those who faithfully minister, understanding that God’s work requires 
resources? 

• Do I trust God to provide when I give, knowing that generosity brings blessing? 

Unfortunately, throughout history, some leaders have abused their role, just like Eli’s greedy sons (1 
Samuel 2:12-17). They took more than what was right, turning people away from worship. This 
reminds us that those in ministry must serve with integrity, and we must be discerning in who we 
support. 

Avoiding False Spirituality and Wholeheartedly Trusting God 

God strictly forbids Israel from engaging in divination, witchcraft, astrology, sorcery, and 
communication with the dead (Deuteronomy 18:9-12). These were common practices among the 
surrounding nations, but God said they were an abomination. 

Today, these same influences still exist—just with different names. Horoscopes, tarot cards, 
psychics, Ouija boards, and occult practices may seem harmless to some, but they lead people 
away from God and open doors to deception. 

• Do I seek God’s guidance, or do I look to superstitions, horoscopes, or "signs" for direction? 

• Do I trust that God alone controls my future, or do I turn to things like astrology for 
reassurance? 

• Am I staying spiritually pure, or am I allowing deceptive influences into my life? 
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God wants us to be completely devoted to Him. He says, “You shall be blameless before the Lord 
your God” (Deuteronomy 18:13). This means we don’t mix our faith with ungodly influences. Our 
trust should be fully in Him, not in worldly methods. 

The Promise of the True Prophet: Jesus Christ 

One of the most powerful prophecies in Scripture is found in this chapter: 

"The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your brethren. You must listen 
to Him” (Deuteronomy 18:15). 

This was a direct prophecy about Jesus Christ. When Peter preached in Acts 3:22-23, he pointed 
back to this passage, declaring that Jesus was the promised Prophet who would speak God's Word 
to the people. 

This means we must listen to Jesus above all other voices. In a world full of opinions, 
philosophies, and false teachings, who are we listening to? 

• Do I truly listen to Jesus by spending time in His Word? 

• Do I follow His teachings, or do I pick and choose what is comfortable for me? 

• Am I allowing other voices—culture, media, or personal opinions—to drown out God’s 
truth? 

The Jews of Jesus’ day were expecting a human leader like Moses, not the Son of God. Even today, 
many people look for political or religious leaders to solve their problems rather than seeking Christ. 
But Jesus is the only One who speaks God’s Word with complete truth. 

Are we listening? 

Recognizing and Avoiding False Prophets 

God warned that false prophets would arise, claiming to speak in His name. But He gave a simple 
test to identify them: 

"If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a 
message the Lord has not spoken" (Deuteronomy 18:22). 

It’s amazing how many people still follow false prophets, even after they’ve been proven wrong! 
History is filled with individuals and groups who predicted the return of Christ or specific world 
events that never happened—yet their followers remained loyal. 

Even today, we see so-called "prophets" using deceptive tactics to manipulate people, often for 
financial gain. Peter warned that false teachers "through feigned words will seek to make 
merchandise of you" (2 Peter 2:3). 

• Do I test teachings against Scripture, or do I blindly believe every "prophetic word" I hear? 

• Am I cautious about people who try to profit from ministry, using gimmicks to get 
donations? 
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• Do I seek truth from God's Word, or do I follow spiritual trends and sensational 
predictions? 

The best way to avoid deception is to know the truth. When we are deeply rooted in God’s Word, we 
won’t be easily fooled by false prophets. 

Final Takeaways: Living with Integrity and Spiritual Discernment 

1. Give God Your Best. He deserves our first and finest, not what’s leftover. 

2. Avoid False Spirituality. Trust in God alone, not horoscopes, psychics, or superstitions. 

3. Listen to Jesus. He is the true Prophet who speaks God’s Word—are we listening? 

4. Be Discerning. False prophets still exist today; test everything against Scripture. 

5. Stay Rooted in Truth. Knowing God’s Word protects us from deception. 

As we go through life, may we walk in integrity, trust God fully, and follow Jesus above all else. 
Let’s guard our hearts against deception and live in the freedom that comes from knowing the truth 
of God’s Word. 

May the Lord strengthen you, guide you, and give you wisdom to discern truth from error. Stay 
faithful, stay discerning, and stay close to Jesus! 

 

 


